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Peru's Election Jury Names Castillo Winner of Presidential Vote, Fujimori Calls Loss
'Illegitimate'
by Morgan Artvukhina

When she lost the 2016 presidential elections to ex-Wall Street financier Pedro Pablo Kuczynski 
by a small margin, Fuerza Popular candidate Keiko Fujimori tried to get some 42,000 votes 
annulled, reversing the vote. This past February, just months before the most recent election, 
she opined that she hadn't pressed harder for a recount.
On Monday evening, Peru's National Jury of Elections (JNE) formally named Pedro Castillo, a 
socialist from the Peru Libre party, the winner of the June 6 election.
Following his victory, Castillo posted a statement on Twitter thanking the Peruvian people for his 
victory.
"Thank you Peruvian people for this historic triumph! The time has come to call on all sectors of 
society to build together, in this Bicentennial, an inclusive Peru, a just Peru, a Free Peru.
Without discrimination and for the rights and all," he said. "We call on the Afro, coastal, Andean 
and Amazonian peoples, the working class and their unions, the native and peasant 
communities and all of society to make this homeland beautiful. Today, sisters and brothers, a 
new stage in our history begins."
Castillo is a union organizer, schoolteacher, and farmer, who has called for using the country's 
resources to better the lives of poorer Peruvians, including the indigenous population often left 
out of policy decisions made in Lima, on the coast.
Fujimori Calls for 'Defense of Democracy'
Earlier on Monday, eight-wing candidate Keiko Fujimori admitted to defeat after more than a 
month of contesting the June 6 presidential election. In a television address, she said she said 
she "will recognize the results because it is what the law and the Constitution that I have sworn 
to uphold."
"Peru Libre has stolen thousands of votes from us on election day," Fujimori said of Castillo's 
party. She called for large protests against what she described as his "imminent and illegitimate" 
declaration of victory.
"I call on the entire country to enter a new phase with all the rights that the law and the 
Constitution give us. I call on Peruvians not to give up and to move forward by launching a great 
defense of democracy," Fujimori said.
Seven Weeks of Disputing the Vote
Earlier in the presidential race, Fujimori had taunted Castillo and his party, Peru Libre, for raising 
allegations of fraud. However, once the ballot count in the second round of elections on June 6 
began to turn against her, Fujimori began attributing the changing winds to fraud, despite not 
having evidence of fraud. She sought the discarding of hundreds of thousands of ballots, which 
had the potential to reverse the result, since Castillo was 44,000 votes ahead.
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International observers reported no evidence of fraud, either, even those like the Organization of 
American States that in the past have readily resorted to such accusations in order to run 
interference against socialist or left-wing candidates winning elections.
Indeed, Fujimori's summoning of supporters into the streets to contest the vote outside of 
normal democratic structures is reminiscent of the protests called by right-wing figures in Bolivia 
in October and November 2019, which resulted in the overthrow of socialist President Evo 
Morales in spite of his victory in the elections.
The JNE said on Twitter on Monday afternoon that it had dismissed five appeals by Fujimori's 
Fuerza Popular party and the body would "proceed to the preparation of the act of proclamation 
of general results."
Keiko Fujimori is the daughter of right-wing ex-dictator Alberto Fujimori, who ruled Peru from 
1990 until 2000. His tenure was associated with harsh neoliberal economic reforms, 
privatizations, and political terror, including a counterinsurgency war against the Maoist Shining 
Path movement. The elder Fujimori has been in prison since 2007 and Keiko promised to 
pardon him if elected president. Many of the elements of his government continued to support 
his daughter, including his spy chief, Vladimiro Montesinos, who was revealed late last month as 
having attempted to bribe the JNE to rule Keiko Fujimori was the winner.
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Video: Russian Frigate Admiral Gorshkov Launches Zircon Hypersonic Anti-Ship Missile in 
Latest Test
by Morgan Artvukhina

Lacking the nearly 20 aircraft carriers and assault ships wielded by the US Navy, Russia’s 
military has long sought a counterbalance in highly effective anti-ship missiles. China has 
adopted a similar strategy, putting both nations far ahead of Washington in the weapons field. 
Russia’s third hypersonic weapon, the Zircon hypersonic anti-ship missile, has undergone 
another successful test, paving the way for its activation sometime next year. The US, which has 
no operable hypersonic weapons, has denounced Russia’s hypersonic systems as “potentially 
destabilizing.”
The Russian Ministry of Defense released a video of the launch on Monday, showing the 
ultra-fast missile blasting off from the Admiral of the Fleet of the Soviet Union Gorshkov, lead 
frigate in the Project 22350 class of warships. The Admiral Gorshkov has performed three 
previous tests of the Zircon missile.
The test was conducted in the White Sea, but struck a land-based target on the coast of the 
Barents Sea, to the north, the ministry said. The missile reached Mach 7, or 5,370 miles per 
hour, meaning it took about two-and-a-half minutes to close the 217 miles between the 
Gorshkov and its target, which it obliterated, the ministry said.
The ministry noted it plans to deploy the Zircon not just on surface warships, but also on 
submarines, although it hasn’t tested firing the weapon underwater yet. Those tests are 
expected later this year.
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John Kirby, a spokesperson for the Pentagon, said Monday the US military was “aware” of the 
test, but denounced it and Russia’s hypersonic weapons, which also include the land-based 
Avangard and air-launched Kinzhal, as “potentially destabilizing,” saying they “pose significant 
risks because they are nuclear-capable systems."
The US has no comparable weapon, and its Air-launched Rapid Response Weapon (ARRW) 
missile, carried by the slow and heavy B-52 bomber, has so far failed to even fire.
The Zircon is the latest in a long line of anti-ship missiles developed by Russia and the Soviet 
Union before it that pose a major danger to US naval fleets, which form the backbone of US 
military power projection. Some, such as the Kh-15 and Kh-22, even approached hypersonic 
speeds, while the P-700 Granit and its derivative, the P-800 Oniks, have been feared for their 
“swarm” ability, in which several missiles in flight work together to overwhelm a ship’s defenses. 
Russia has also helped India to develop the BrahMos supersonic anti-ship missile, an improved 
version of the P-800 that is presently the fastest anti-ship missile in operation.
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‘Stalingrad Season 27’: South African Prosecutor Denounces Zuma’s Attempt to Delay Trial Yet 
Again
by Morgan Artvukhina

The trial of former South African President Jacob Zuma was set to resume on Monday, but his 
lawyers sought another delay so he could appear in person instead of via video link. His arrest 
earlier this month touched off the biggest civil disturbances since the end of Apartheid, in which 
hundreds were killed.
Zuma appeared virtually before the Pietermaritzburg High Court on Monday, but his lawyer, Dali 
Mpofu, argued that the trial should be postponed until he can appear before the court in person. 
Further, he said the former president hadn’t been able to properly consult with his legal team 
after he surrendered himself on July 8 to serve an unrelated 15-month prison sentence for 
contempt of court.
Mpofu sought a three-week postponement, saying he expected the constitutional court to rule 
on Zuma’s suit attempting to rescind his jail term.
"This application is Stalingrad season 27," said Wim Trengove, a prosecutor for the government, 
in response to Zuma’s requested delay. Zuma, who was president from 2009 until 2018, has 
evaded prosecution for more than a decade by using any means at his disposal, including 
medical delays and legal disputes, which observers have referred to as his "Stalingrad defense.” 
The court afterward adjourned until Tuesday morning.
According to Reuters, the courthouse in Pietermaritzburg, the capital of South Africa’s KwaZulu 
Natal Province, was defended by armored vehicles on Monday, as looting and unrest continued 
in some places after riots peaked last week. While initially breaking outin KZN, Zuma’s home 
province, after his arrest, they quickly snowballed into looting of stores, fanned in large part by a 
catastrophically high unemployment rate and renewed COVID-19 restrictions.
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“It was feared or thought that Zuma’s supporters would use this hearing today as an opportunity 
to show their support for the former president,” Al Jazeera reporter Bernard Smith noted from 
Pietermaritzburg. “That’s why there’s a very heavy police and military presence. A park ... 
where they normally gather has actually also been sealed off.”
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, who replaced Zuma in 2018 after parliament cast a 
vote of no confidence in him, has said the riots were “a deliberate, coordinated and well-planned 
attack on our democracy.”
"These actions are intended to cripple the economy, cause social instability and severely 
weaken - or even dislodge - the democratic state,” Ramaphosa said Friday during a speech in 
which he announced 25,000 troops would soon be in the streets to restore order. “Using the 
pretext of a political grievance, those behind these acts have sought to provoke a popular 
insurrection."
More than 2,500 people have been arrested in connection with looting and violence, and more 
than 200 people have been killed, many of them by vigilantes.
Zuma is accused of taking bribes from Thales, a French defense firm, in connection with a 1999 
defense deal made while he was deputy president under then-President Thabo Mbeki. He faces 
16 counts of fraud, corruption and racketeering, which could land him in jail for 25 years. He is 
79 years old.
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CIA-Connected Plane Spotted Landing on Taiwan Just Days After USAF Aircraft Delivered 
Parcel
by Morgan Artvukhina

The US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has long relied upon civilian-appearing charter planes 
to keep its operations hidden, such as its clandestine support for UNITA during the Angolan Civil 
War and, more recently, operations against Al-Shabaab in Somalia.
On Monday, a second US aircraft likely owned by the CIA landed on Taiwan, just days after a 
US Air Force aircraft did the same, drawing condemnation from Beijing. Such bold moves, which 
China regards as territorial violations, have become increasingly common in recent years.
Just after noon on Monday, a US aircraft flying from Ninoy Aquino International Airport in the 
Philippines touched down at Taoyuan International Airport outside Taipei. According to the 
Taiwan-based Liberty Times, the aircraft is carrying “diplomatic pouches” for Sandra Oudkirk, 
the new director of the American Institute in Taiwan, the US’ de facto embassy there.
The aircraft is a civilian version of the US military’s ubiquitous C-130 Hercules cargo plane, 
which is also called an L100-30. This one, with the registration number N3755P, is owned by an 
aircraft charter company called APA Leasing and operated by H&T Airways - in fact, it’s the only 
aircraft this supposed “airline” operates, and it’s widely held to be a front for the US Central 
Intelligence Agency.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/20/2021 10:39:06 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/20/2021 10:39:06 AM

The aircraft N3755P has been spotted under lease by other CIA fronts, too, including in late 
April, when it flew from Colombia to Haiti under charter by Tepper Aviation, which has operated 
CIA aircraft over Iraq and Somalia as well.
‘Salami-Slicing’ Tactics
Monday’s visit comes just days after another US aircraft, a C-146A Wolfhound cargo plane, also 
visited Taiwan. The USAF aircraft flew from the US’ Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa, Japan, 
on July 15, and brought another parcel to Christensen in Taipei.
The visit aroused anger in Beijing, being just the latest in several US aircraft visits, including by 
high-ranking US officials.
"Any foreign military aircraft are forbidden to land on China's territory without the approval of the 
government of the People's Republic of China (PRC), and any unauthorized entry into China's 
territorial air space by foreign military vessels and aircraft will lead to serious consequences", 
Senior Colonel Wu Qian, a spokesperson for China's Ministry of National Defense, said in a 
Saturday statement.
"Taiwan is an inalienable part of China's territory, we solemnly urge the US side to stop playing 
with fire and immediately quit such hazardous provocative actions," he continued. “The US is 
now playing with fire and must stop any risky and provocative actions immediately.”
"China must be and will be reunited. No one should underestimate the resolve, will and ability of 
the Chinese people to defend their national sovereignty and territorial integrity," Wu added. 
Chinese media derided the action, and others like it, as “salami-slicing” tactics, meaning they 
are small provocations that individually don’t amount to a casus belli, but cumulatively amount to 
something more strategically decisive.
A day after the incident, the People’s Liberation Army practiced amphibious assault drillsin 
which a heavy amphibious combined arms brigade conducted live-fire exercises on the 
southern coast of Fujian, a Chinese province directly across the Taiwan Strait from Taiwan. 
According to media reports, the drills involved Type 05-series amphibious armored vehicles 
being launched by Type 072Atank landing craft.
The government in Taiwan, formally called the Republic of China, is all that remains of the 
government formed in 1912 when the last Chinese emperor was compelled to abdicate the 
throne. However, in the civil war that ensued in the 1930s and 1940s, the communist Red Army 
triumphed, conquering the mainland and declaring a People’s Republic of China in Beijing in 
1949.
With both governments claiming to be the sole legitimate representative of the Chinese people, 
each requires that countries recognizing them not have relations with the other. While the United 
States switched its recognition from Taipei to Beijing in the 1970s, it has maintained informal but 
open relations with Taiwan via the AIT, through which it has funneled military armaments and 
managed trade relations.
Just a handful of nations still recognize Taiwan as the government of China, nearly all of which 
are small island nations, US client states, or both.
In turn, another visit last month by a C-17 Globemaster III military transport brought several US 
senators, where they pledged in a ceremony to deliver COVID-19 vaccines to the island of 24.5 
million.
In 2017, as former US President Donald Trump was coming into office, so was Taiwanese 
President Tsai Ing-Wen of the pro-independence Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). As
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US-Taiwanese relations reached their highest point since the 1970s, Beijing increasingly worried 
that it could provoke a declaration of independence by Tsai’s government, which the PRC has 
promised will lead to war, and thus has warned the US not to encourage the pro-separatist 
sentiments in Taipei.
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Video: Syrian Air Defenses Repelling 'Israeli Aggression' in Sky Over Aleppo, State Media 
Report
by Morgan Artvukhina

The Syrian government has repeatedly appealed to the UN Security Council with a demand to 
put pressure on Israel in order to end the systematic violation of Syria's sovereignty, since such 
aggressive actions threaten the stability of the entire region.
Syrian air defenses near the northern city of Aleppo engaged what state media called "an Israeli 
aggression" late Monday night into early Tuesday morning.
According to Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA), the air defenses activated were located in 
Al-Safira, south of Aleppo. The news agency posted videos showing the glow of a missile's 
rocket engine and streams of anti-aircraft fire as several booms can be distinctly heard.
Some reports online suggested the Israeli missiles had struck targets, but officials have 
confirmed no reports. Israel has also not made any official comment.
Photos reported to be of explosions caused by the airstrikes were circulating on social media, 
but could not be confirmed as authentic.
In a brief statement posted on its Twitter account, the Syrian Ministry of Defense stated that "At 
approximately 23.37 pm on Monday 7/19, the Israeli enemy carried out an air aggression 
towards southeast Aleppo, targeting some points in the Al-Safira area."
Israel has launched attacks against al-Safira before, targeting a research complex it says is 
used by Iran's Quds Force, an elite unit of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), which 
Jerusalem claims is plotting attacks against Israel. Political analyst Eva Koulouriotis wrote on 
Twitter that Tuesday's airstrikes were aimed at the same facilities, but there has been no further 
reports confirming that as of yet.
The 7,000-year-old city, once voted the Islamic Capital of Culture, suffered catastrophic damage 
during the Syrian Civil War, as the Syrian Arab Army fought al-Nusra and other terrorist groups 
for control of the city, which it finally liberated in late 2016. After reconstruction began, half a 
million refugees returned to Aleppo. However, just a few miles to the west, Hayat Tahrir 
ash-Sham, a group that absorbed al-Nusra, continues to occupy parts of Idlib Governorate in 
conjunction with Turkish troops and other Islamist militia groups.
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'Facebook Isn't Killing People': Biden Walks Back Critique of Platforms Over COVID
Misinformation
by Evan Craighead

In a Friday statement, Facebook communications manager Dani Lever challenged US President 
Joe Biden's assertion that social media platforms like Facebook are "killing people" by serving 
as a public forum for COVID-19 misinformation. Lever declared that "Facebook is helping save 
lives," and the US president's accusations "aren't supported by facts."
After delivering remarks on Monday about the US economy's pathway to recovery, Biden 
clarified to reporters that his administration does not believe Facebook and other social media 
platforms are single-handedly "killing people" with misinformation.
"Facebook isn't killing people. These 12 people are out there giving misinformation," he said, 
making reference to a May report from the Center for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH). a 
US-UK-funded nonprofit organisation. "Anyone listening to [the misinformation] is getting hurt by 
it. It's killing people. It's bad information."
The CCDH report claimed 12 individuals dubbed the "disinformation dozen" are responsible for 
around 65 percent of the COVID-19 vaccine misinformation disseminated on social media. 
Facebook has questioned the methodology of the CCDH report and issued a same-dav rebuke 
of the Biden administration's claims that their social media platform is not doing enough to 
counter the spread of misinformation and anti-vaccine sentiments. In addition to Biden's Friday 
comments, both White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki and US Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthv have sounded the alarm over the need to combat COVID-19 misinformation.
Biden told reporters on Monday that instead of Facebook getting "personally" offended by his 
administration's comments, the conglomerate should "do something about the misinformation, 
the outrageous misinformation about the [COVID-19] vaccine."
"That's what I meant," he concluded.
When asked whether he will hold social media platforms responsible for being public forums for 
COVID-19 vaccine misinformation, the US president declared that he'ss "not trying to hold 
people accountable."
"I'm trying to make people look at themselves," he said. "Look in the mirror. Think about that 
misinformation going to your son, your daughter, your relative, someone you love. That's what 
I'm asking."
While Biden has expressed no plans to directly hold Facebook accountable for the spread of 
anti-vaccine sentiments, it is known that the White House will be working with Facebook to flag 
"problematic posts" on the platform, according to Psaki's Thursday comments to reporters. 
Facebook and the White House have yet to expound on their criteria for determining what 
makes a social media post "problematic."
At the same time, "trusted content" from the White House will be "boosted" on Facebook.
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Prince Harry Inks Deal With Random House for 'Honest' Memoir on Service, Marriage and
Fatherhood
by Evan Craighead

Since leaving the Royal Family due to an alleged lack of support and understanding, Prince 
Harry and wife Meghan Markle have been able to financially rebound through a number of 
commercial deals in the US. Recently Markle, known for her role as Rachel Zane in the TV 
drama "Suits," announced she was developing an animated series with Netflix.
US-based publisher Penguin Random House announced on Monday that it has teamed up with 
Prince Harry, the 36-year-old Duke of Sussex, to publish his forthcoming literary memoir in late 
2022.

According to the publisher's Monday statement, the "intimate and heartfelt memoir" will provide 
a "definitive account" of his UK military service - including his time in Afghanistan, as well as his 
recent years as a husband and father to two children: Lilibet Diana Mountbatten-Windsor and 
Archie Harrison Mountbatten-Windsor.
"I’m writing this not as the prince I was born but as the man I have become. I’ve worn many hats 
over the years, both literally and figuratively, and my hope is that in telling my story—the highs 
and lows, the mistakes, the lessons learned—I can help show that no matter where we come 
from, we have more in common than we think," Prince Harry said in a quoted statement.
"I’m deeply grateful for the opportunity to share what I’ve learned over the course of my life so 
far and excited for people to read a firsthand account of my life that’s accurate and wholly 
truthful."
Markus Dohle, CEO of Penguin Random House, asserted that Prince Harry's memoir will 
provide readers with a look into the 36-year-old's life experiences as a prince, "advocate for 
social issues," and his journey to "establishing himself as a global leader" lauded for his 
"courage and openness."
News of the Penguin Random House deal comes on the heels of the Duchess of Sussex's 
announcement of "Pearl." the working title given to an animated series of a young girl who 
learns about her own personal strength via a "heroic adventure" featuring influential women who 
made history.
Markle will serve as one of several executive producers on the executive series, which is being 
developed by both Netflix and Archewell Productions, a subsidiary of Prince Harry and Markle's 
California-based public organization Archewell.
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No Traces of mRNA Found in Human Milk of Vaccinated Mothers, New Study Shows 
by Evan Craighead

The World Health Organization (WHO) has maintained it does not recommend that women 
vaccinated against COVID-19 discontinue breastfeeding. Though the international health
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agency recommends the coronavirus vaccine in adults, including lactating women, it has been 
previously reported that mRNA could be transferred to children via breast milk.
No detectable levels of messenger RNA(mRNA) from vaccines against COVID-19 were found 
in human milk, according to a new study that analyzed the post-vaccination breast milk samples 
of seven women earlier this year.
"We didn’t detect the vaccine-associated mRNA in any of the milk samples tested," said study 
lead Dr. Yarden Golan, a postdoctoral fellow at the University of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF). "These findings provide an experimental evidence regarding the safety of the use of 
mRNA-based vaccines during lactation."
Findings of the small study, approved by the UCSF institutional review board and published 
earlier this month in JAMA Pediatrics, comes amid concerns that the Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna vaccines - both of which contain mRNA - could have a negative impact on mothers 
and their breastfeeding children.
Canadian immunologist and University of Guelph associate professor Byram Bridle recently 
emerged as a figure spreading what appears to be misinformation. During a recent interview, 
the immunologist asserted that mRNA from a COVID-19 vaccine could be passed from mother 
to infant and subsequently cause bleeding in the gastrointestinal tract.
"The results strengthen current recommendations that the mRNA vaccines are safe in lactation, 
and that lactating individuals who receive the COVID vaccine should not stop breastfeeding," 
said Dr. Stephanie Gaw, a corresponding author and assistant professor of Maternal-Fetal 
Medicine at UCSF.
While the UCSF study provides direct data regarding mRNA vaccine safety and breastfeeding, 
the authors of the research determined that clinical data from larger populations would be 
necessary to provide a better estimate of the effects of mRNA vaccines on lactation.
Storage conditions of the self-collected milk samples could have impacted mRNA stability.
Like the authors of the study, the WHO, as well as the Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine, 
have declared women who received mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccines should not cease 
breastfeeding their young children.
"Vaccine effectiveness is expected to be similar in lactating women as in other adults. WHO 
recommends the use of the vaccine in lactating women as in other adults," the WHO said in an 
April release, noting that the benefits of COVID-19 vaccines in pregnant women "outweigh the 
potential risks."
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Not His 'Last Meal': Jeff Bezos Cracks a Joke Ahead of His Space Launch - Video 
by Andrei Deroalin

In a recent interview, Bezos insisted that he does believe the vehicle set to carry him into space 
to be safe.
Speaking to reporters ahead of his impending journey into space, Amazon and Blue Origin 
founder Jeff Bezos seemed in high spirits and
As Bezos was serving food to the reporters, one of them asked him if this was his "last meal".
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"Did somebody say ‘last meal’?" the billionaire asked. "I don't think you have to put it that way! 
Let's talk about it in a different way!"
According to The Sun, in an interview with crewmembers before the launch, Bezos said they 
believe the flight to be safe.
"I did have friends say, 'why not wait for the second or third flight, why do you have to go now?"' 
he said. "But we know the vehicle is safe and if it's not safe for me then it's not safe for anyone." 
The New Origin’s spacecraft, New Shepard, is expected to lift off at 9:00 a.m. EDT (1300 GMT) 
on Tuesday, 20 July.
The people set to accompany Bezos on this space trip are his brother Mark, 82-year-old 
aviation pioneer Wally Funk, and 18-year-old Oliver Daemen, Blue Origin's first paying 
customer.
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Florida Man Given Eight Months in Prison Marks First Felony Sentence From Capitol Riot 
by Gabv Arancibia

The latest tallies released by the US Department of Justice have indicated that over 500 
individuals have been arrested across all 50 states for alleged offenses committed during the 
violent storming of the US Capitol in early January. Hundreds of individuals who participated in 
the event have yet to be identified by the authorities.
A Florida man who participated in the deadly Capitol riot was sentenced to eight months in 
prison on Monday, making him the very first defendant to serve a felony sentence that stemmed 
from the events that unfolded on January 6.
The Justice Department revealed in a Monday release that the individual at the center of the 
latest case is Paul Allard Hodgkins, a 38-year-old from Tampa, Florida, who was initially 
arrested on February 16 after a tipster helped FBI officials identify the Floridian.
Hodgkins previously pleaded guilty to one felony count of obstructing an official proceeding on 
June 2 after coming to an agreement with prosecutors to throw out lesser charges, which 
included entering a restricted building and disorderly conduct.
US District Court Judge Randolph Moss acknowledged during sentencing proceedings that 
while Hodgkins was remorseful about his involvement in the Capitol riot, the Florida man 
“actively participated in a larger event that threatened the Capitol and democracy itself.” 
"Democracy requires the cooperation of the government," Moss said. "When a mob is prepared 
to attack the Capitol to prevent our elected officials of both parties from performing their 
constitutional and statutory duty, democracy is in trouble.”
“The damage that Mr. Hodgkins and others caused that day is way beyond a several-hour delay 
in certification [of the election]. It is damage that will persist in this country for decades," he 
continued.
While the obstruction charge does carry a maximum sentence of 20 years behind bars, 
prosecutors argued in favor of an 18-month prison sentence since Hodgkins took responsibility 
for his actions and pleaded guilty to the felony count.
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Ahead of the Monday sentencing, prosecutors argued that while Hodgkins did not engage in 
violence himself, he did appear prepared for violence on account of him arriving at the scene 
with rope, protective goggles and latex gloves.
Court documents detailed by the Justice Department noted that footage from the scene places 
Hodgkins entering the US Capitol at about 2:50 p.m. local time before he opted to walk within 
the Senate chamber. At one point, Hodgkins even snapped a selfie as chaos consumed the 
federal building. He did not leave the grounds until about 3:15 p.m.
In comments to the court, Hodgkins issued an apology for his actions and stated that he was 
ashamed of himself for being caught up in the riot.
“If I had any idea that the protest... would escalate [the way] it did ... I would never have 
ventured farther than the sidewalk of Pennsylvania Avenue,” Hodgkins told Moss from a 
prepared statement. “This was a foolish decision on my part.”
In addition to the eight months in prison, Hodgkins’s imprisonment will be followed by 24 months 
of supervised release and a fine of $100.
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Israel Clashes With Ben & Jerry’s After Company Halts Ice Cream Sales in 'Occupied
Territories'
by Gabv Arancibia

American ice cream company Ben & Jerry’s has declared that it will no longer distribute its 
famed products in the "Occupied Palestinian Territory," but that distribution will still continue 
within the Israeli state. Since the announcement, a bevy of criticism has emerged across social 
media.
Israeli officials have blasted US ice cream company Ben & Jerry’s after it was revealed that the 
firm would no longer be distributing any of its products within what it considers Israeli-occupied 
territories.
The popular manufacturer made the announcement early Monday, explaining in a statement 
that the move was prompted over concerns raised by “fans and trusted partners,” as well as 
beliefs that “it is inconsistent with our values for Ben & Jerry’s ice cream to be sold in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT).”
“We have a longstanding partnership with our licensee, who manufactures Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream in Israel and distributes it in the region. We have been working to change this, and so we 
have informed our licensee that we will not renew the license agreement when it expires at the 
end of next year,” the company detailed.
However, the decision does not mean that the ice cream will no longer be sold in the region. In 
fact, the company noted that it will remain operating in Israel “through a different arrangement.” 
Within moments of the company’s big reveal, critics emerged, including former Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was among the first to flock to Twitter and slam the ice 

creamery.
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“Now we Israelis know which ice cream NOT to buy,” the former prime minister wrote, before a 
tweet from the official Twitter account of the Israeli state remarked that a new flavor for the 
company could be “FudgedThisOneUp.”
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett blasted the move as being “a morally wrong decision” that 
will in turn become a “business mistake” for the Vermont-based company.
“Ben & Jerry’s decided to brand itself as anti-Israel ice cream,” Bennett continued, adding that 
the “boycott against Israel ... reflects that they have totally lost their way” and will only prompt 
Israel to bolster its stance against the boycott push.
Yair Lapid, the Israeli minister of foreign affairs, has also weighed in on the development, 
deeming Ben & Jerry’s decision a “shameful surrender to anti-Semitism, to [the boycott, 
divestment and sanctions], and to all that is wrong with the anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
discourse.”
Ben & Jerry’s Israel distributor, whose current license expires in December 2022, has vowed to 
fight the move and urged Israelis to buy locally-produced ice cream instead, noting on Twitter 
that “ice cream is not part of politics.”
The ice cream company has been operating in Israel since 1987 and, through its franchise, has 
managed to establish both a manufacturing facility and two shops in Tel Aviv and contracts for 
sales inside grocery stores in the West Bank.
This Is Not About Israel’
As many have offered their own personal take on the company's decision, a newly surfaced 
report has detailed that the Monday announcement was issued by Unilever, which acquired Ben 
& Jerry’s in 2000.
Incidentally, the purchase agreement between the two parties outlined that the company would 
create an independent board that would have full control over Ben & Jerry’s social missions and 
policies. Anuradha Mittal, who chairs the board, explained to NBC News that the agreement 
was done “so that a progressive business could ensure its independence and protect its values 
when acquired by a large corporation.”
However, when it comes to the release, it was by no means cleared by the board.
“This is not about Israel; it is about the violation of the acquisition agreement that maintained the 
soul of the company,” Mittal told the outlet. “[Unilever] are trying to destroy the soul of the 
company.”
Although Unilever has not yet addressed statements issued by the board, it previously 
acknowledged in its own release that the company will remain “fully committed to our presence 
in Israel.” It also stated it “recognized” the rights of the independent board.
Mittal shot down Unilever’s earlier comments, calling it “stunning that they can say that when the 
statement was put out without the approval of the board.”
The latest comes as Ben & Jerry’s drew widespread criticism for remaining silent throughout the 
violent clashes between Israeli and Palestinian forces in the Gaza Strip in May, as the company 
has been known to weigh in on a variety of issues, such as climate change, systemic racism 
and the violent riot that overtook the US Capitol in early January.
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Controversial Former President of El Salvador Arturo Molina Dead at 93 
by Gabv Arancibia

The former Salvadoran president’s administration marked the third consecutive military regime 
for the Central American country, one that saw improvements to the nation’s infrastructure while 
also being riddled with violence and strict military control.
Former Salvadoran President Arturo Molina, who presided over the Central American nation 
during a turbulent political period, died over the weekend at the age of 93, officials announced 
on Monday.
Molina, a military officer who held the rank of colonel in El Salvador, died in California on 
Sunday, according to the country’s National Coalition Party (PCN), of which the former president 
was a member. The party previously ran under the National Conciliation Party banner before 
changing its name in 2011.
Reports have indicated that the former president had been seriously ill for several months.
PCN confirmed Molina’s death in a Twitter post that offered their condolences to the colonel’s 
family and friends. “Old soldiers never die, they just fade away,” reads the party’s tweet.
Manuel Rodriguez, who serves as the PCN’s secretary-general, told reporters that Molina left 
behind a multitude of achievements, many of which helped to propel El Salvador into becoming 
a modern country.
Some of those accomplishments, per Rodriguez’s account, include improvements to the nation’s 
infrastructure and education, as well as the successful bid to host the 1975 “Miss Universe” 
contest.
However, the government of Col. Molina, which ran from 1972 to 1977 and served as the 
country’s third consecutive military government, was far from the ideal administration. To begin 
with, Molina came to power in what many deemed as a stolen election after the colonel was 
granted the golden presidential ticket over Jose Napoleon Duarte, then the candidate of the 
National Opposition Union.
The contested 1972 election marked a renewed time of turbulence for the nation despite 
Molina’s repeated vows that his administration would serve as a period of transformation for 
Salvadorans.
Molina at the helm brought about a severe political polarization amid the emergence of 
paramilitary death squads and guerilla groups.
In fact, the former commander-in-chief ordered a military occupation in June of 1972 as part of 
an effort to silence demonstrators at the University of El Salvador. Molina justified the move by 
stating the institution was being used as the headquarters for armed leftist groups.
Three years later, in July 1975, about a dozen university students were murdered in San 
Salvador by the Salvadoran military for protesting against Molina’s decision to spend $1 million 
in public funds to host the 1975 “Miss Universe” pageant.
Students from the National University of El Salvador hold images of students who were killed 
during the 1975 army killing of university students who were protesting the military regime of 
Arturo Armando Molina, on the 35th anniversary in San Salvador, El Salvador, Friday July 30 , 
2010. Human rights groups in El Salvador estimate that at least 50 students were killed.
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At the time, students had been warned against holding demonstrations, with authorities 
emphasizing that the “full weight” of the law would be brought down against them. Reports 
detailing the deadly altercation noted that Salvadoran soldiers used machine guns and 
automatic rifles to gun down a group of 3,000 students. Witnesses also placed military-grade 
tanks at the scene that in some cases ran over wounded individuals.
The Molina presidency also tapped espionage efforts to zero in on political targets, and saw the 
orchestrated killings of Jesuit priest Rutilio Grande in 1977 and two other church 
representatives.
At the close of his presidency, Molina left the country and was succeeded as president by Gen. 
Carlos Humberto Romero Mena, who was deposed in a military coup in 1979.
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Bezos, Crew Safely Back to Earth After Reaching Edge of Space - Blue Origin Live Stream

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A spacecraft with Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and a team of 
astronauts has successfully parachuted back on Earth after it reached space with the New 
Shepard space missile at 8:23 a.m. local time, Blue Origin’s live webcast of the launch showed 
on Tuesday.
The rocket came back on Earth first followed by the capsule carrying Bezos and other 
astronauts that parachuted in a Texas desert.
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New Shepard Spaceship With Jeff Bezos On Board Reaches Space - Blue Origin’s LiveStream

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The New Shepard Spaceship with Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos and a team of astronauts on board has safely reached the edge of space, Blue Origin’s 
live webcast of the launch showed on Tuesday.
The spaceship reached the zero gravity point after about 3 minutes following the successful lift 
off from West Texas location and has begun to parachute back to Earth.
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New Shepard Spaceship With Jeff Bezos on Board Lifts Off - Blue Origin’s LiveStream

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and a team of astronauts 
successfully lifted off aboard the New Shepard space missile from a remote location in West
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Texas at shortly after 9:10 am EST time, Blue Origin's live webcast of the launch showed on 
Tuesday.
The entire flight is expected to last 11 minutes from the takeoff to landing while the capsule with 
all four crew members on board going up over 65 miles above Earth at a speed three times the 
speed of sound.
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US Homeland Security Dept. Announces New Cybersecurity Rules for Pipelines - Statement

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) on 
Tuesday unveiled a second round of new regulations for pipelines and liquefied natural gas 
facilities in the wake of the ransomware attack on the Colonial Pipeline.
"Today, in response to the ongoing cybersecurity threat to pipeline systems, DHS’s 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced the issuance of a second Security 
Directive that requires owners and operators of TSA-designated critical pipelines that transport 
hazardous liquids and natural gas to implement a number of urgently needed protections 
against cyber intrusions," the DHS said in a statement.
The new regulations have been published in the form of a Second Security Directive that 
requires owners and operators of critical infrastructure to adopt a range of measures to prevent 
possible cyberattacks, including development and implementation of a cybersecurity 
contingency and recovery plan, and carrying out of a cybersecurity architecture design review, 
the statement said.
"The lives and livelihoods of the American people depend on our collective ability to protect our 
nation’s critical infrastructure from evolving threats," DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said in 
the statement. "Through this Security Directive, DHS can better ensure the pipeline sector takes 
the steps necessary to safeguard their operations from rising cyber threats, and better protect 
our national and economic security.
The new directive is the second one following the major ransomware attack on Colonial Pipeline 
in May. The first set of regulations issued in May required pipeline owners and operators to 
report confirmed and potential incidents to the US Cybersecurity Agency as well as to analyze 
possible gaps in protection against intrusions among others requirements.
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US Bars Honduran Ex-President, Wife From Entering Country Over 'Corruption' - Blinken

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States has barred former Honduran President 
Porfirio Lobo Sosa and his wife from entering the country due to their alleged involvement in 
significant acts of corruption, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement on Tuesday.
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"The United States is designating former Honduran President Porfirio "Pepe” Lobo Sosa (Lobo) 
and former First Lady Rosa Elena Bonilla Avila (Rosa Lobo) due to their involvement in 
significant corruption,” Blinken said.
Blinken said that while in office, Lobo accepted bribes from the narco-trafficking organization 
Los Cachiros in exchange for political favors, while his wife engaged in significant corruption 
through fraud and misappropriation of public funds for her personal benefit.
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US Homeland Security Dept. Announces New Cybersecurity Rules for Pipelines - Statement

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) on 
Tuesday unveiled a second round of new regulations for pipelines and liquefied natural gas 
facilities in the wake of the ransomware attack on the Colonial Pipeline.
"Today, in response to the ongoing cybersecurity threat to pipeline systems, DHS’s 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced the issuance of a second Security 
Directive that requires owners and operators of TSA-designated critical pipelines that transport 
hazardous liquids and natural gas to implement a number of urgently needed protections 
against cyber intrusions," DHS said in a statement.
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RPT - ISS Crew Sends Video Message to Cancer Patients Who Painted ‘Dreamer’ Spacesuit

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The crew of 65th expedition to the International Space 
Station (ISS) has sent a video message to the cancer patients who took part in creating the 
so-called Dreamer spacesuit and will later telephone them, Russia’s Unity Foundation that 
co-developed the Spacesuit Art Project told Sputnik.
Sputnik is the first news organization to have obtained the video message.
"Cancer is a difficult test for patients and their families. To support and inspire them to recover, 
the members of the 65th ISS expedition sent a video message to the creators of the Dreamer 
art spacesuit," Unity Foundation President Alena Kuzmenko said. "And now the team of the 
Unity charitable foundation will send it out to the children and their parents. And cosmonauts 
and astronauts in their free time will call young artists to personally greet them from orbit."
The crew members - Russian cosmonauts Oleg Novitskiy and Pyotr Dubrov, US astronauts 
Mark Vande Hei and Megan McArthur and French astronaut Thomas Pesquet - recorded the 
message Russian and English.
"Dear earthlings and dreamers, greetings from the International Space Station. We have an 
unusual crew member with us today whose name is Dreamer and this means that your dreams 
have reached the stars," Hei said.
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McArthur pointed out in the message that the young dreamers gathered all their strength and 
courage to take up paint and brushes and put their innermost dreams about life and happiness 
on a spacesuit.
"We, cosmonauts and astronauts as well as our earthly space colleagues, try very hard and did 
everything possible to make your cherished dreams reach space," she said.
Pesquet said in the message that the difficult path to health and happiness begins with a dream 
about life.
"Dream, paint, create and we will do everything for the stars to hear your dreams and help make 
them come true. Be healthy and happy," he said.
The Dreamer art spacesuit has been onboard the ISS for three months since it was delivered by 
the manned spacecraft Soyuz MS-18 and was treated as an actual crew member.
"It is already actively fulfilling its mission - making dreams come true and giving hope for 
recovery," Kuzmenko said.
Cancer patients from 20 cities in ten countries decorated the spacesuit as a part of the Space 
Suit Art Project, an endeavor supported by Russia's state space corporation Roscosmos, the 
US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and other space agencies.
The Unity team has been collecting cancer patients’ drawings for more than two years in 
Russia, Switzerland, Germany, France, United Kingdom, Armenia, Zambia, Belgium, Serbia and 
the United States. Cosmonauts and artists have so far visited ten cities from Kaliningrad to 
Blagoveshchensk.
Kuzmenko explained that the drawings include such themes as family gatherings, delicious 
food, pets and others.
"If for ordinary people these are easily achievable desires, their embodiment for a child who is 
undergoing long-term treatment in a hospital is akin to a miracle," she said.
Kuzmenko shared that Ksenia from Krasnoyarsk drew her wish - to celebrate the New Year at 
home - two years ago, when she was undergoing chemotherapy.
"The prognosis was not good, but still her dream came true. So the art-spacesuit began to 
‘work’ even before flying in space," she said.
Similarly, a boy from Lipetsk wanted to move into their own house with his family, when the 
Dreamer spacesuit reached space, and his wish also came true despite seeming impossible at 
first.
"We hope that the dreams of other guys will come true," Kuzmenko said. "We also hope that the 
boy, who was forced to give up hockey due to his illness, will again stand up and take the 
hockey stick in his hands, and the girl on crutches will be able to comprehend the art of dance 
and become a ballerina as depicted by her on the spacesuit."
The Space Suit Art Project was launched in the United States by artist Ian Cion and astronaut 
who is also an artist, Nicole Stott. The project is developed globally by US Space for Art 
Foundation and the Unity Foundation with support from NASA and Russia’s space agency 
Roscosmos.
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RPT: PREVIEW - Blue Origin Set to Launch Bezos, World's Richest Man, to Edge of Space

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Blue Origin andAmazon.com founder Jeff Bezos is looking 
to become the second billionaire to fly to the edge of space aboard his own company’s first 
manned, fully crewed mission on Tuesday morning.
The New Shepherd rocket will blast off at 9:00 a.m. EST (8:00 a.m. local time) carrying a crew 
of four, none of whom are qualified astronauts, including Bezos. The rocket will lift off from a 
remote location in West Texas.
The unpiloted, automatic flight will come just nine days after another billionaire, Sir Richard 
Branson from the United Kingdom, flew on another private, successful launch 60 miles above 
the stratosphere on his Virgin Galactic company's space plane Unity.
Bezos, in addition to his brother Mark, will be joined by the 82-year old Mary V\fellace Funk, a 
former test pilot who trained in an unofficial astronaut program in the 1960s. The fourth member 
of the crew is Oliver Daemen, 18, a Dutch teenager.
Funk would be the oldest person to fly so far to the edge of space and Daemen would be the 
youngest.
It will be the first crewed launch for Blue Origin's New Shepard rocket and would be the first 
unpiloted suborbital flight with a civilian crew.
If successful, the flight is expected to launch a new era of space tourism, with tickets on similar 
flights going for sale at hundreds of thousands of dollars each.
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Blinken Speaks With US-Based Journalist Targeted in Iranian Kidnapping Plot

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US-based journalist Masih Alinejad said she received 
assurances in a virtual meeting from Secretary of State Antony Blinken that the United States 
would closely follow the case of Iranian intelligence officials who plotted to kidnap her.
"Secretary of State Blinken called and said that [the United States] would closely follow the case 
of the kidnapping of our citizen on American soil," Alinejad said via Twitter on Monday.
Alinejad called on the United States and Europe to unite to confront Iran for detaining foreign 
nationals in prison.
Blinken, later via Twitter, said he affirmed to Alinejad that the US will always support the 
indispensable work of independent journalists around the world.
Last week, the US Justice Department announced that a federal court has charged four Iranian 
intelligence officials for allegedly participating in a kidnapping conspiracy, violating sanctions, as 
well as bank and wire fraud.
The Iranians planned to kidnap a New York City-based journalist Alinejad, who is of Iranian 
origin, because she criticized the Iranian government.
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Proud Boys Leader Pleads Guilty to Burning Black Lives Matter Flag - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The leader of the far-right Proud Boys group pleaded guilty 
to burning a Black Lives Matter flag stolen from a church in the US capital and for being in 
possession of a large-capacity ammunition magazine, the Justice Department said in a press 
release.
"Henry 'Enrique' Tarrio, 37, of Miami, Fla., pleaded guilty today to charges in two cases, 
including one involving the burning of a Black Lives Matter banner stolen from a downtown 
Washington church," the release said on Monday.
Tarrio pleaded guilty to one count of destruction of property and one count of attempted 
possession of a large-capacity ammunition magazine, the release said.
Tarrio's sentencing date is scheduled for August 23 and he faces up to 360 days in prison and a 
$2,000 fine, the release said.
Tarrio burned the flag on December 12, 2020 and was arrested when he returned to Washington 
on January 4, days before a Trump rally and the riot at the US Capitol building.
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Biden, King Abdullah Discuss US Aid to Modernize Jordan's Fleet of F-16 Jets - White House

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden and Jordan's King Abdullah during a 
meeting at the White House discussed US support to modernize Amman's fleet of F-16 fighter 
jets, the White House said in a press release.
"The leaders reflected on the strategic US-Jordan defense relationship," the release said on 
Monday. "They discussed US support for the modernization of Jordan’s fleet of F-16 fighter jets, 
which will allow for greater interoperability and effectiveness of the Jordanian Armed Forces." 
Biden and Abdullah also discussed significant challenges in Syria, especially on efforts to 
ensure humanitarian aid reaches Syrians, the release said.
Biden also underscored opportunities to stabilize the Middle East and he conveyed support for 
talks between the Jordan and the new Israeli government.
The Biden administration intends to strengthen bilateral cooperation in multiple areas in the 
coming months, including on economic matters, the release said.
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US Defense Secretary to Visit Southeast Asia Later in July - Pentagon
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin will travel to three 
Southeast Asian nations later this month in the first visit by a senior Biden administration official 
to the area, Pentagon Spokesperson John Kirby said in a statement.
"Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin III departs on a trip Friday, July 23 to visit Alaska,
Singapore, Hanoi, and Manila," Kirby said on Monday.
Austin will participate in the Fullerton Lecture Series hosted by the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies while in Singapore, and will meet with key leaders about defense relationships 
throughout the trip, the release said.
The visit echoes the National Security Council’s call for a more robust US approach to the 
Indo-Pacific region that includes more cooperation with Southeast Asia, Nikkei Asia reported 
earlier. Kirby, in the release, said that Austin will underscore the US commitment to a 
rules-based international order.
Austin's trip to Southeast Asia will take place amid ongoing tensions between Washington and 
its allies versus Beijing in the South China Sea. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken reaffirmed 
last Monday that an attack on the Philippines' armed forces would invoke US mutual defense 
commitments to them.
Later on Monday, the Chinese military warned off a US destroyer operating in the South China 
Sea, saying the ship was trespassing.
On Friday, US President Joe Biden talked during an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
countries meeting about the need for strengthened multilateral cooperation in the region. Biden 
reiterated the US commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific and discussed opportunities to 
deepen US trade ties in the region.
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PREVIEW- Blue Origin Set to Launch Bezos, V\forld's Richest Man, to Edge of Space

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Blue Origin andAmazon.com founder Jeff Bezos is looking 
to become the second billionaire to fly to the edge of space aboard his own company's first 
manned, fully crewed mission on Tuesday morning.
The New Shepherd rocket will blast off at 9:00 a.m. EST (8:00 a.m. local time) carrying a crew 
of four, none of whom are qualified astronauts, including Bezos. The rocket will lift off from a 
remote location in West Texas.
The unpiloted, automatic flight will come just nine days after another billionaire, Sir Richard 
Branson from the United Kingdom, flew on another private, successful launch 60 miles above 
the stratosphere on his Virgin Galactic company’s space plane Unity.
Bezos, in addition to his brother Mark, will be joined by the 82-year old Mary V\fellace Funk, a 
former test pilot who trained in an unofficial astronaut program in the 1960s. The fourth member 
of the crew is Oliver Daemen, 18, a Dutch teenager.
Funk would be the oldest person to fly so far to the edge of space and Daemen would be the 
youngest.
It will be the first crewed launch for Blue Origin's New Shepard rocket and would be the first 
unpiloted suborbital flight with a civilian crew.
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If successful, the flight is expected to launch a new era of space tourism, with tickets on similar 
flights going for sale at hundreds of thousands of dollars each.
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Washington Police to Work Overtime to Combat 'Sustained Increase in Gun Violence' - Mayor

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Washington, DC police has been directed to use all the 
overtime needed to meet the city’s public safety needs and combat a sustained increase in gun 
violence, Mayor Muriel Bowser said in a letter to the City Council.
"As the Council requires that we report monthly on police overtime usage, and as you begin 
your summer recess, I write to notify you that I am directing the Metropolitan Police Department 
to use any overtime necessary to meet our public safety needs," Bowser said in the letter on 
Monday.
The directive comes after a shooting over the weekend in which a six-year-old girl was killed 
and five other persons were wounded and another one during a baseball game in which two 
persons were shot.
"Over the past year, the District of Columbia has been grappling with a sustained increase in 
gun violence. The terrible incidents of this past weekend, including the tragic murder of 
six-year-old Nyiah Courtney, illustrates how far we must still go to address the brazen shooters 
in our neighborhoods," Bowser said.
President Joe Biden announced in June that his administration will crack down on gun violence 
in anticipation of a spike in crime this summer. Washington DC is among the five cities that will 
be home to a new task force set up to combat illegal gun trafficking.
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UN Chief Welcomes Declaration By Kabul, Taliban to Resolve Afghan Conflict - Statement

UNITED NATIONS, July 19 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomed the 
joint declaration by the Afghan government and the Taliban movement (banned in Russia) to 
settle the conflict and supported the calls by the international community for the two sides to 
achieve a permanent ceasefire, the UN Office of the Spokesperson said in a statement.
"The Secretary-General is encouraged by the joint declaration by the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan and the Taliban issued in Doha, Qatar, on Sunday agreeing to accelerate their 
high-level engagements in order to find a 'timely and just solution' to the conflict, and echoes the 
joint statement issued by the diplomatic missions of 15 countries, NATO and the EU to 
Afghanistan today calling for the end of violence, a permanent and comprehensive ceasefire 
and meaningful peace negotiations," the statement said on Monday.
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Following the two-day talks in Doha, Qatar, the two sides were unable to agree on a ceasefire or 
a release of prisoners but agreed to continue high-level talks and to speed up the peace 
process to overcome the current situation in Afghanistan.
Guterres urged the parties to deliver on their commitments to accelerate negotiations and meet 
the humanitarian needs of the population in Afghanistan, the statement said.
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US Defense Secretary to Visit Southeast Asia Later in July - Reports

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin travel to three Southeast 
Asian nations later this month in the first visit by a senior Biden administration official to the 
area, Nikkei Asia reported.
Austin is scheduled to visit Vietnam, Singapore, and the Philippines in a move that echoes the 
National Security Council’s call for a more robust US approach to the Indo-Pacific region that 
includes more cooperation with Southeast Asia, the report said on Monday.
The visit will take place amid ongoing tensions between Washington and its allies versus Beijing 
in the South China Sea. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken reaffirmed last Monday that an 
attack on the Philippines' armed forces would invoke US mutual defense commitments to them 
the report said.
Later on Monday, the Chinese military warned off a US destroyer operating in the South China 
Sea saying the ship was trespassing.
On Friday, US President Joe Biden talked during an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
countries meeting about the need for strengthened multilateral cooperation in the region. Biden 
reiterated the US commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific and discussed opportunities to 
deepen US trade ties in the region.
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US Stocks Meltdown on COVID-19 Resurgence, Growth Worry; Key Indices Down About 2%

NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - US stocks extended their selloff from last week, with key 
indices falling about 2 percent each, as a resurgence in COVID cases from the Delta variant of 
the virus and worries over global growth led to a market meltdown.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the broadest US equity barometer on the New York Stock 
Exchange, fell 726 points, or 2.1 percent, to close at 33,962, extending last week's slide of 0.5 
percent.
The S&P 500 index, which groups the top 500 stocks on the New York Stock Exchange, fell 65 
points, or 1.5 percent, to settle at 4,262. The S&P500 lost 1.0 percent last week.
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The Nasdaq Composite, which includes high-flying tech stocks such as Face book, Amazon, 
Apple, Microsoft, Netflix and Google, finished down 152 points, or 1.1 percent, at 14,275. 
Nasdaq lost 1.9 percent last week.
"Risk aversion is firmly in place as the Delta COVID-19 variant spread is triggering a flight to 
safety as global economic concerns intensify,” Ed Moya, head of America’s research at New 
York-based broker OANDA, said. “Global investors are growing anxious and selling stocks, 
commodities, and even cryptocurrencies.”
Cases involving the coronavirus Delta variant have surged in recent weeks, prompting some 
countries, including Australia and South Korea, to reintroduce restrictive measures. The United 
Kingdom on Saturday reported the highest number of daily cases since January 2021 ahead of 
England's lifting of most restrictive measures on July 19.
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US Recession From Coronavirus Pandemic Shortest Ever - National Bureau Report

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US recession from the coronavirus pandemic measures 
was the shortest ever, lasting just two months, the National Bureau of Economic Research 
(NBER) said in a report.
"The NBER’s traditional definition of a recession involves a decline in economic activity that 
lasts more than a few months," the NBER Business Cycle Dating Committee said in the report 
on Monday. "The Committee has determined that a trough in monthly economic activity 
occurred in the US economy in April 2020. The previous peak in economic activity occurred in 
February 2020. The recession lasted two months, which makes it the shortest US recession on 
record."
The NBER noted that the previous shortest recession occurred in the first half of 1980 and 
lasted six months.
In deciding whether to call the COVID-19-period downturn a recession, the Business Cycle 
Dating Committee weighed the depth of the contraction, its duration and whether economic 
activity declined broadly across the economy.
"The recent downturn had different characteristics and dynamics than prior recessions. 
Nonetheless, the committee concluded that the unprecedented magnitude of the decline in 
employment and production, and its broad reach across the entire economy, warranted the 
designation of this episode as a recession, even though the downturn was briefer than earlier 
contractions."
While the NBER did not conclude that the economy has returned to operating at normal 
capacity, it said any future downturn would be defined as a new recession, not a continuation of 
the one associated with the February 2020 peak.
"The basis for this decision was the length and strength of the recovery to date," the report said. 
"An expansion is a period of rising economic activity spread across the economy, normally 
visible in real GDP, real income, employment, industrial production, and wholesale-retail sales.
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Economic activity is typically below normal in the early stages of an expansion, and it 
sometimes remains so well into the expansion."
The economy grew by an annualized rate of 6.4 percent in the first quarter of 2021, after a 3.5 
percent contraction for all of 2020 due to shutdowns and other disruptions caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic measures. The Federal Reserve has said it envisions a 6.5 percent 
expansion for 2021, although some officials at the central bank have expressed more ambitious 
expectations, forecasting growth of up to 7 percent.
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SPUTNIKTOP STORIES OF THE DAY 
WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) -

EU DISPUTE WITH RUSSIAAT WTO
* The European Commission, on behalf of the European Union, began a dispute at the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) with Russia over certain restrictions on the supply of goods and 
services of European companies to Russian state-owned companies, the commission's 
statement says.
* The World Trade Organization (WTO) has received the European Union's request for 
consultations with Russia over the latter's public procurement rules, a WTO official told Sputnik 
on Monday.
* Russia is ready to convince the EU that the rules of public procurement in Russia do not 
violate the norms of the World Trade Organization (WTO), Ekaterina Mayorova, the director of 
the trade negotiations department of the Russian Economic Development Ministry, said.

US TO ACCOMMODATE AFGHANS ON MILITARY BASE
* The US Defense Department has agreed to use the Fort Lee military base in the state of 
Virginia to temporarily house Afghan interpreters and their families who have already completed 
the security vetting process, State Department spokesperson Ned price said on Monday.

ISRAEL SPYWARE SCANDAL
* The United Nations is urging greater oversight of surveillance technology after a journalistic 
investigation revealed that government agencies are using software developed by the Israeli 
NSO Group to spy on activists and reporters worldwide, UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Michelle Bachelet said on Monday.

HEALTH INCIDENTS IN VIENNA
* The Austrian and US authorities have launched a joint investigation into the "Havana 
syndrome"-like symptoms experienced by US diplomats and intelligence staff in Vienna, the 
Austrian Foreign Ministry told Sputnik on Monday.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/20/2021 10:39:06 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/20/2021 10:39:06 AM

* The United States is vigorously investigating mysterious health incidents similar to the Havana 
Syndrome among its diplomatic personnel in Vienna, US Department of State Spokesperson 
Ned Price said in a press briefing.

US, ALLIES ON CHINA CYBERATTACKS
* US President Joe Biden said on Monday that the investigation into the alleged Chinese 
cyberattack against the Microsoft Exchange email software is not complete and he will get a 
detailed report on Tuesday morning.
* The Biden administration approach to dealing with the alleged cyber threat emanating from 
Russia is not different from the one it takes with respect to China, White House spokesperson 
Jen Psaki said.
* The Australian government joined its allies in voicing concern over the alleged illicit cyber 
activities perpetrated by the Chinese State Security Ministry, with the Microsoft Exchange hack 
cited as the prime example.
* Chinese state-backed cyber teams pose a threat to Canadian and allied networks beyond the 
cyberattacks on the Microsoft Exchange email software, Canada’s Foreign Minister Marc 
Garneau said.

TIKAHNOVSKAYAVISIT TO WASHINGTON
* Former Belarusian opposition presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya on Monday said 
she asked US Secretary of State Antony Blinken to appeal to Russia to play a constructive role 
in her country.
* The support by the United States and European Union for the democratic aspirations in 
Belarus are welcome but could be stronger, faster and braver, Tikhanovskaya said.
* The Biden administration is still finalizing the details of the meeting between US officials and 
the former Belarusian presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki said.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
* Canada will open its borders to vaccinated US citizens and permanent residents on August 9 
and to all vaccinated foreign travelers on September 7, Health Minister Patty Hajdu announced 
on Monday.
* The Russian Federal Medical-Biological Agency (FMBA) told Sputnik on Monday that clinical 
trials of its coronavirus vaccine involving 200 people have started.
* Spain will no longer purchase the AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine, sources in the Spanish 
Health Ministry told Sputnik.
* The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on Monday has recommended that 
Americans avoid travel to the United Kingdom due to the prevalence of the coronavirus variants 
in the country.

RUSSIA-TAJIKISTAN MILITARY COOPERATION
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Russia is ready to provide any assistance to Tajikistan, both through the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO) and on a bilateral basis, in the event of the penetration of 
extremists from Afghanistan, Russian Ambassador to Tajikistan Igor Lyakin-Frolov said.
Russia’s 201st military base in Tajikistan, if necessary, will repel any aggressive actions of 
Afghan terrorists, Russian Ambassador to Dushanbe Igor Lyakin-Frolov said.
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US Tells Americans to Avoid UK Due to Spread of Coronavirus Variants - Health Agency

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
on Monday has recommended that Americans avoid travel to the United Kingdom due to the 
prevalence of the coronavirus variants in the country.
“Avoid travel to the United Kingdom. If you must travel to the United Kingdom, make sure you 
are fully vaccinated before travel,” CDC said in an advisory.
The CDC has put the United Kingdom on the highest, fourth level of its COVID-19 danger scale 
and noted that even fully vaccinated travelers may be at risk for getting and spreading 
coronavirus variants.
As of Monday, the United Kingdom has reported nearly 5.5 million coronavirus cases and 
130,000 deaths while the number of cases has surged dramatically over the past month with 
approximately 40,000 new cases added every day since the end of June.
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RPT - US, Turkey Finalizing Details on Ankara Offer to Manage Kabul Airport - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States and Turkey are finalizing the details on 
Ankara’s plan to run the airport in Kabul once US troops withdraw from Afghanistan, US 
Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Monday.
"We are still in discussions with the Turks about some of the final modalities and details of 
exactly what that’s going to look like," Kirby told reporters, referring to Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s remarks that Ankara remained open to managing the Kabul airport upon the 
exit of the US forces from Afghanistan.
Erdogan’s remarks came after reports that the Taliban movement (banned in Russia) has 
refused to allow Turkish forces to control the Kabul airport.
Turkey has been in talks with Defense Department officials over its offer to help secure and run 
the airport, which is key to retaining a diplomatic presence in Afghanistan after the US troop 
withdrawal. Erdogan and US President Joe Biden discussed the issue in a face-to-face meeting 
on the sidelines of the NATO summit in June.
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"\Afe are grateful that Turkey has agreed to lead the security efforts at Hamid Karzai 
International Airport," Kirby said. "As we've said all along, security there is going to be critical to 
our ability, any nation's ability, to have a diplomatic presence in Kabul."
Kirby also said that the US president has been very clear that the United States will have some 
kind of diplomatic presence in Afghanistan "So we need to make sure that the airport is 
appropriately secure."
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US, Turkey Finalizing Details on Ankara Offer to Manage Kabul Airport - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States and Turkey are finalizing the details on 
Ankara’s plan to run the airport in Kabul once US troops withdraw from Afghanistan, US 
Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Monday.
“We are still in discussions with the Turks about some of the final modalities and details of 
exactly what that's going to look like,” Kirby told reporters, referring to Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s remarks that Ankara remained open to managing the Kabul airport upon the 
exit of the US forces from Afghanistan.
Erdogan’s remarks came after reports that the Taliban movement (banned in Russia) has 
refused to allow Turkish forces to control the Kabul airport.
Turkey has been in talks with Defense Department officials over its offer to help secure and run 
the airport, which is key to retaining a diplomatic presence in Afghanistan after the US troop 
withdrawal. Erdogan and US President Joe Biden discussed the issue in a face-to-face meeting 
on the sidelines of the NATO summit in June.
“V\fe are grateful that Turkey has agreed to lead the security efforts at Hamid Karzai International 
Airport,’’ Kirby said. "As we've said all along, security there is going to be critical to our ability, 
any nation's ability, to have a diplomatic presence in Kabul."
Kirby also said that the US president has been very clear that the United States will have some 
kind of diplomatic presence in Afghanistan "So we need to make sure that the airport is 
appropriately secure.”
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Arsonist Jailed for Fire Attack on Police Vehicle in George Floyd Riot - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A federal judge sentenced a protester in the riot in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, over George Floyd’s death to two-and-a-half years in prison for trying to set a 
police vehicle on fire, the US Justice Department said on Monday.
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"A Raleigh man was sentenced to 30 months' imprisonment today for attempting to set fire to a 
marked police vehicle in Raleigh after a demonstration over the death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota,” the Justice Department said in a press release.
Mikwan Domell Garfield of Raleigh was arrested by Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) agents and was charged with attempting to damage or destroy by fire a 
vehicle owned by an institution receiving federal financial assistance, the release said.
Garfield pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to commit an offense against the United 
States, the release adde.
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US Seen Reports of Haiti's Interim Prime Minister Joseph Stepping Down - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States has seen the reports regarding the 
decision by Haiti's Interim Prime Minister Claude Joseph to step down effectively handing power 
to his challenger Ariel Henry who will lead the country in the aftermath of the assassination of 
President Jovenel Moise, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said during a press 
briefing on Monday.
"We, of course, have seen the reports that Claude Joseph has agreed to step down from his 
role as Acting Prime Minister and handover authority to Dr. Ariel Henry," Price said. "I don't know 
that the parties have confirmed that officially themselves, but we are watching closely."
Price said the United States believes the decision about who should lead Haiti belongs to the 
Haitian people and it was time for the country's leaders to come together and chart a united path 
forward.
"We continue to urge Haitian political actors as well as civil society, private sector to work 
together in the interests of Haiti's people," Price said.
Moise was shot dead at his residence on July 7. His wife, Martine, was wounded and airlifted to 
a US hospital. The police said they had identified 28 suspects and detained at least 23 of them. 
Most of the suspects are Colombian citizens, nut the Haitian authorities said they arrested two 
US citizens and identified five companies they consider associated in the murder of Moise.
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Pentagon Received Request From State Dept, to House 2,500 Afghans After Evacuation - Kirby

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Department of Defense will provide the initial housing 
for a group of 2,500 Afghan allies who supported the US military campaign in Afghanistan, at its 
bases in the United States with Fort Lee, Virginia, being one of the first temporary locations, 
spokesperson John Kirby said on Monday.
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"Department of Defense is now in receipt of a formal request for assistance from the State 
Department for stateside locations, capable of housing and supporting approximately 2,500 SIV 
applicants who have completed the SIV security vetting process," Kirby said during a press 
briefing. "We have recommended based on this initial request for assistance the use of Fort Lee 
in Virginia, as a temporary host installation capable fulfilling this initial request."
Kirby added that out of this first group of 2,500 people, 700 are those who qualify under the 
so-called SIV program while the remainder are their families with more SIV applicants to be 
evacuated from Afghanistan in the future.
The Defense Department has not yet determined whether all 2,500 of those being evacuated 
will be accommodated at Fort Lee as other locations also being considered, Kirby said. 
Thousands of Afghans are trying to flee their country following the nearly full US troops 
withdrawal and the offensive of the Taliban movement (outlawed in Russia) to recapture the 
country. Earlier in July, US President Joe Biden announced the relocation flights from 
Afghanistan for interpreters and other allies will begin this month.
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US Official to Visit Ukraine, Poland July 20-23 for Talks on Nord Stream 2 - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US diplomat Derek Chollet will travel to Ukraine and Poland 
from July 20 to 23 for talks on a range of issues including Nord Stream 2 and energy security, 
the State Department said on Monday.
"Counselor of the Department Derek Chollet will travel to Kyiv on July 20-21 and Warsaw on 
July 21-23 to reinforce the strategic value of the United States’ relationships with Ukraine and 
Poland," the State Department said in a press release. "He will continue our diplomatic 
conversations with Ukraine and Poland on a range of issues, including our shared concerns 
about the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and energy security more broadly, as well as ongoing 
reforms."
Earlier in July, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy described Nord Stream 2 as "a weapon against 
Ukraine" and weapon against "all of Europe in the future," because its launch allegedly has 
nothing to do with economy. Russia has repeatedly said that the project is purely commercial, 
not political, expressing readiness to continue using Ukraine’s capacities to transport gas to 
Europe despite building additional pipelines.
While in Kiev, Chollet and senior Ukrainian government officials will also discuss Ukraine's 
efforts to counter Russia, the release said. The officials will also discuss opportunities to 
advance Ukraine’s economy and corruption reforms, the release said.
In Warsaw, Chollet and senior Polish government officials will also discuss strengthening 
bilateral trade ties aside from regional issues.
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Canada to Open Border to Vaccinated Americans on Aug. 9, Foreigners on Sept. 7 - Ottawa

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Canada will open its borders to vaccinated US citizens and 
permanent residents on August 9 and to all vaccinated foreign travelers on September 7, Health 
Minister Patty Hajdu announced on Monday.
"On September 7, we intend to allow entry for fully vaccinated travelers from any country for 
non-essential travel,” Hajdu said during a press briefing. "On August 9, a number of important 
changes at the border will come into effect to allow fully vaccinated United States citizens and 
permanent residents... to enter Canada for non-essential purposes.”
The new measures will apply only to green card holders who presently live in the United States, 
Hajdu added. The September 7 date is conditional on the country’s epidemiological situation, 
the Canadian government said in a press release.
The Canadian border will also open on August 9 to residents of Saint Pierre and Miquelon, a 
French territory located of the coast of the Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador, 
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Dominic LeBlanc.
Meanwhile, there is no indication Canada’s plan will be reciprocated. V\feshington has not yet 
decided on whether US will reciprocate, with US Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas indicating to Minister of Public Safety Bill Blair that his department will roll over 
existing restrictions on July 21.
Blair added that there is “nothing embarrassing” about the imbalance between the US and 
Canada.
Additionally, it is unclear whether countries where the Sputnik V and Sinovac vaccines are 
consequential pieces of local vaccination regimes will allow entry to Canadian travelers, with 
Ottawa considering only those inoculated with Health Canada-approved shots - Pfizer,
Moderna, AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson - as fully vaccinated. Hajdu said Ottawa can 
only control its entry measures and continue to have dialogue with international partners.
It is also uncertain when the Canadian government will open its doors to unvaccinated travelers 
after Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said last week that it will be ‘quite a while' before 
unimmunized foreigners will granted entry into the country.
Canada will end its controversial hotel quarantine mandate, which forces air arrivals into the 
country to quarantine at state-designated hotels for three days at their own expense, on August
9.
Additionally, effective August 9, inbound international passenger flights into Canada will be 
allowed to land in five additional airports in Halifax, Quebec City, Ottawa, Winnipeg and 
Edmonton. Previously international arrivals were limited to airports in Calgary, Montreal, Toronto 
and Vancouver.
International travelers, including Americans, have been barred from entering Canada since 
March 2020, and Ottawa recently extended the border restrictions that limit so-called 
non-essential travel to and from the United States through July 21.
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US Official to Visit Ukraine, Poland July 20-23 for Talks on Nord Stream 2 - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US diplomat Derek Chollet will travel to Ukraine and Poland 
from July 20 to 23 for talks on a range of issues including Nord Stream 2 and energy security, 
the State Department said on Monday.
"Counselor of the Department Derek Chollet will travel to Kyiv on July 20-21 and Warsaw on 
July 21-23 to reinforce the strategic value of the United States’ relationships with Ukraine and 
Poland," the State Department said in a press release. "He will continue our diplomatic 
conversations with Ukraine and Poland on a range of issues, including our shared concerns 
about the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and energy security more broadly, as well as ongoing 
reforms."
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US to House Vetted Afghan Interpreters at Military Base in Virginia - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has agreed to use the Fort 
Lee military base in the state of Virginia to temporarily house Afghan interpreters and their 
families who have already completed the security vetting process, State Department 
spokesperson Ned price said on Monday.
"I am pleased to announce that the Department of Defense has agreed at the request of the 
Department of State to allow the use of Fort Lee, Virginia, as the initial relocation site for the 
pool of applicants who are closest to completing Special Immigrant [Visa] processing," Price told 
reporters.
The Afghans housed in Fort Lee will stay at the base until the final steps of the special 
immigrant visa process is completed.
Some 2,500 Afghans and their families are eligible to relocate to the United States while they 
wait for the visas to be finalized, Price said.
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State Dept. Says US 'Vigorously' Probing Unexplained Health Incidents Among Vienna Staff

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States is vigorously investigating mysterious 
health incidents similar to the Havana Syndrome among its diplomatic personnel in Vienna, US 
Department of State Spokesperson Ned Price said in a press briefing on Monday.
"We are vigorously investigating reports of possible unexplained health incidents among the US 
Embassy community there [in Vienna] and we're also doing that wherever these incidents are 
reported," Price said. "We have made clear that any employee who has reported a possible
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unexplained health incident... has what she or he needs to seek immediate and appropriate 
attention and care."
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US, Jordan to Strengthen Bilateral Cooperation in Middle East - Biden

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration intends on strengthening bilateral 
cooperation between the US and Jordan in the Middle East, the president said following talks 
with Jordan's King Abdullah II at the White House on Monday.
"We also want to thank you for your vital leadership in the Middle East. You live in a tough 
neighborhood. Fact is, I look forward to hearing from His Majesty about the pressing challenges 
that Jordan faces.... and we’re going to continue to strengthen our bilateral cooperation," Biden 
said during a press conference following the leaders’ meeting.
King Abdullah II is the first leader from the Arab world to visit the White House under the Biden 
administration. He also met with US Central Command head General Kenneth McKenzie and 
US Special Operations Command head Richard Clark in addition to participating in the Sun 
Valley economic forum in Idaho.
Biden supported King Abdullah II in April of this year when he faced an alleged coup attempt by 
his half-brother, Prince Hamzah and several officials. The court did not charge Hamzah despite 
claims that he was at the center of the plot. Two of the officials were sentenced last Monday to 
15 years in prison on charges of inciting mutiny and undermining national security.
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UAE Company to Pay $415,000 in Iran Sanctions Settlement - US Treasury

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Alfa Laval Middle East Company has agreed to pay 
more than $415,000 to settle its alleged breaking of US sanctions by exporting storage tank 
cleaning equipment to Iran, the Department of the Treasury announced on Monday.
"The US Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) today 
announced a $415,695 settlement with Alfa Laval Middle East, a company located in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates that sells fluid handling and other equipment for the energy industry and 
other sectors," the release stated.
AL Middle East has agreed to settle its potential civil liability for apparent violations of the 
sanctions committed between May 2015 and March 2016 when it allegedly conspired with 
Dubai- and Iran-based companies to export Gamajet brand storage tank cleaning units from the 
United States to Iran, the release said.
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"As a result of this conspiracy, AL Middle East caused its US-based affiliate to indirectly export 
goods from the United States to Iran by falsely listing a Dubai-based company as the end-user 
on its export documentation," the Treasury Department said.
The scope of the conspiracy included additional incomplete and contemplated export 
transactions with Iran that would have employed the same scheme, the release added.
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Pentagon Aware of Russia’s Zircon Missile Test, Considers It Destabilizing - Spokesperson

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department is aware of the Russian test of 
its supersonic Zircon missile that took place earlier in the day and considers it a destabilizing 
activity, Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said on Monday.
"Certainly, we are aware of [the Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin’s claims [regarding 
hypersonic missile systems]," Kirby said at a press briefing. "It is important to note that Russia's 
new hypersonic missiles are potentially destabilizing and pose significant risks because they are 
nuclear capable systems."
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US, Germany to Announce Deal on Nord Stream 2 in Coming Days - Reports

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United States and Germany are expected to announce 
a deal on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project in the coming days, Reuters reported on Monday 
citing sources familiar with the matter.
"It's looking good," the report said, citing a source familiar with the state of negotiations between 
the US and Germany, who don’t see eye-to-eye on the project. "We expect those conversations 
to reach resolution in coming days."
The two sides were nearing a deal that would avert resumption of currently waived US 
sanctions against Nord Stream 2 AG, the pipeline’s parent company, and its Chief Executive 
Officer Matthias \Afernig, the report said.
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Blinken to Host Iraqi Foreign Minister for Talks in \Afeshington on Friday - State Dept.
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will host Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Fuad Hussein in Washington on Friday, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said 
on Monday.
"On Friday, the Secretary will host the Iraqi Foreign Minister, Doctor Fuad Hussein, for the fourth 
meeting of the US-lraq Strategic dialogue," Price told reporters.
US and Iraqi officials will review Iraq's political, economic and security situation, Price said.
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US to House Vetted Afghan Interpreters at Base in Virginia - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US Defense Department has agreed to use the Fort Lee 
military base in the state of Virginia to temporarily house Afghan interpreters and their families 
who have already completed the security vetting process, State Department spokesperson Ned 
price said on Monday.
"I am pleased to announce that the Department of Defense has agreed at the request of the 
Department of State to allow the use of Fort Lee, Virginia, as the initial relocation site for the 
pool of applicants who are closest to completing Special Immigrant [Visa] processing," Price told 
reporters.
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US, EU Support for Belarus Could Be 'Braver, Faster, Stronger’ - Tikhanovskaya

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The support by the United States and European Union for 
the democratic aspirations in Belarus are welcome but could be stronger and braver, opposition 
leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya said during an interview with CNN on Monday.
"I think that nothing is enough at the moment. I’m sure that all the actions that the USA and 
European Union are doing could be braver, could be faster, could be stronger," Tikhanovskaya 
said in response to a question about whether the Biden administration is doing enough. 
Tikhanovskaya emphasized that only joint US and EU measures - such as joint sanctions, 
pressure and assistance to Belarusian civil society - can effectively help the country. She added 
that the current measures only serve to prolong the rule of President Alexander Lukashenko. 
Tikhanovskaya said she plans to discuss with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken later on 
Monday how the United States can help more effectively to address the situation in Belarus.
She will also meet with State Department Counselor Derek Chollet, National Security Adviser 
Jake Sullivan as well as with several members of the US Senate.
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US Trying to Determine if ‘Havana Syndrome’ Cases Constitute Foreign Attacks - White House

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US National Security Council (NSC) is conducting a 
review of the intelligence community's information about the mysterious "Havana Syndrome" 
cases among government officials and whether they are attacks by a foreign power, White 
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said during a news conference on Monday.
"The [NSC] is coordinating a full review of intelligence reporting to ascertain whether there may 
be previously unreported incidents that fit a broader pattern. At this time we still don’t know the 
cause of these incidents or whether they constitute an attack of some kind by a foreign actor. 
These are areas of active inquiry, something that our intelligence community is working on and 
very focused on," Psaki said.
Earlier on Monday, the US and Austria announced the launch of a joint investigation into 
Havana Syndrome cases among personnel in Vienna. Over twenty US embassy staffers 
reported symptoms consistent with Havana Syndrome, which include hearing strange noises 
that are sometimes felt as vibrations or pressure.
US diplomats in Cuba and China have also reported cases of the mysterious syndrome since 
2016. A government study into the phenomenon concluded that it may be some sort of directed 

energy weapon.
Last month, the US Senate passed legislation that gave greater powers to the heads of several 
agencies including the CIA and State Department to provide financial and medical support to 
personnel impacted by Havana Syndrome.
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US to Send 3Mln Coronavirus Vaccines to Guatemala Tuesday - White House

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US government will send 3 million coronavirus vaccine 
doses to Guatemala on Tuesday, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said during a 
pressbriefing.
"We are also pleased to announce 3 million vaccines going to Guatemala tomorrow continuing 
our prioritization of Latin American countries," Psaki told reporters on Mondaycvd .
Psaki noted that 1 million doses of the single-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine are currently 
being sent to Gambia, Senegal, Zambia and Niger.
This is the second batch of coronavirus vaccines that the United States is sending to Guatemala 
this month. On July 8, one-and-a-half million doses of the Moderna coronavirus vaccine were 
delivered to Guatemala City.
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Canada to Open Border to Vaccinated Americans on Aug. 9, Foreigners on Sept. 7 - Ottawa

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Canada will open its borders to vaccinated US citizens and 
permanent residents on August 9 and to all vaccinated foreign travelers on September 7, Health 
Minister Patty Hajdu announced on Monday.
"On September 7, we intend to allow entry for fully vaccinated travelers from any country for 
non-essential travel,” Hajdu said during a press briefing. "On August 9, a number of important 
changes at the border will come into effect to allow fully vaccinated United States citizens and 
permanent residents... to enter Canada for non-essential purposes.”
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Tikhanovskaya Says Asked Blinken to Appeal to Russia to Play Constructive Role in Belarus

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Former Belarusian opposition presidential candidate 
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya on Monday said she has asked US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
to appeal to Russia to play a constructive roie in her country.
"I called on [the United States] to strengthen help for our civil society, economically and 
politically pressure the regime, and appeal to Russia to play a constructive role in the crisis 
resolution,” Tikhanovskaya said via Twitter after the meeting on Monday.
Tilkhanovskaya also said that she thanked Blinken for supporting the Belarusian democratic 
aspirations.
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Biden Says Unchecked Long-Term Inflation 'Real Challenge' to US Economy

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said on Monday that the high inflation 
in the United States is acceptable because it is perceived as being temporary, but warned the 
economy could face severe complications if the inflation trend persists.
"I want to be clear that my administration understands that if we were to ever experience 
unchecked inflation over the long term, that would pose a real challenge to our economy," Biden 
said. "So, while we're confident that is what we're seeing today, we're going to remain vigilant 
about any response that is needed, as I made clear to Chairman Powell of the Federal Reserve. 
When we met recently, I told him the Fed is independent to take whatever steps it deems
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necessary to support a strong, durable, economic recovery. Whatever different views some 
might have on current price increases, we should be united."
The US economy grew by an annualized rate of 6.4 percent in the first quarter of 2021, after a 
3.5 percent contraction for all of 2020 due to shutdowns and other disruptions caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic measures. The Federal Reserve envisions a 6.5 percent expansion for all 
of this year, although some officials at the central bank have more ambitious expectations, 
forecasting growth of up to 7.0 percent.
However, inflation has increased with the prices of almost everything have soared from the lows 
of the coronavirus pandemic.
The Personal Consumption Expenditure Index, the Federal Reserve’s preferred gauge for 
inflation - rose by a multiyear high of 3.4 percent in the 12 months to May when stripped of 
volatile food and energy prices.
The US Consumer Price Index, a more popular inflation gauge used worldwide, grew by 5.4 
percent over a one-year period in June for its largest increase in 13 years, the Labor 
Department announced on Tuesday.
The Federal Reserve has acknowledged the inflationary pressures arising from bottlenecks in 
US supply chains struggling to cope with demand.
However, the Federal Reserve has insisted the inflationary pressures are "transient" and will 
fade as the economy makes a full recovery. The central bank has said US interest rates, which it 
has held at between zero and a quarter percentage point since the outbreak of the pandemic in 
March 2020, will probably not be hiked until 2023.
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Biden Aims to Close Guantanamo Bay Prison, No Timeline Set - White House 
WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is aiming to close down the US 
military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for good as it works to transfer its remaining detainees 
out of the facility, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said during a new conference on 
Monday.
"Yes, our goal is to close Guantanamo Bay... I don’t have a timeline for you. As you know, 
there’s a process, there are different layers of the process, but that remains our goal and we are 
considering all available avenues to responsibly transfer detainees and, of course, close 
Guantanamo Bay," Psaki said.
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Details of Tikhanovskaya Meeting With White House Officials Being Finalized - Psaki
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is still finalizing the details of the 
meeting between US officials and the former Belarusian presidential candidate Svetlana 
Tikhanovskaya, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Monday.
"We are still finalizing what the details are she will be meeting with White House officials. I would 
not say it will be the [US] President [Joe Biden], but she will be meeting with White House 
officials when she is here," Psaki said at a press briefing.
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UN Calls for Stricter Regulation of Surveillance Technology Amid Israeli Spyware Scandal

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is urging greater oversight of 
surveillance technology after a journalistic investigation revealed that government agencies are 
using software developed by the Israeli NSO Group to spy on activists and reporters worldwide, 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said on Monday.
According to an investigation by seventeen media outlets from the United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany and other countries, NSO Group’s software Pegasus was used to 
hack smartphones which belonged to human rights activists and lawyers, journalists, business 
executives, and even two women who were close to journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who was 
assassinated at the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in October 2018.
"These reports... confirm the urgent need to better regulate the sale, transfer and use of 
surveillance technology and ensure strict oversight and authorization. Without human 
rights-compliant regulatory frameworks there are simply too many risks that these tools will be 
abused to intimidate critics and silence dissent," Bachelet said in a statement.
Paris-based nonprofit Forbidden Stories and Amnesty International shared with the media 
partners in the investigation a list of over 50,000 phone numbers whose owners might have 
potentially been targeted by NSO's government clients for surveillance.
"Given the fact that Pegasus spyware... enable extremely deep intrusions into people’s devices, 
resulting in insights into all aspects of their lives, their use can only ever be justified in the 
context of investigations into serious crimes and grave security threats," Bachelet pointed out. 
The UN human rights chief further called on governments to immediately end the use of 
surveillance technologies in ways that violate human rights and take steps to regulate the 
distribution, use and export of surveillance technology created by others.
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US Not Differentiating Between Russia, China When Dealing With Cyber Attacks - Psaki
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration approach to dealing with the 
alleged cyber threat emanating from Russia is not different from the one it takes with respect to 
China, White House spokesperson Jen Psaki said on Monday.
"i would note that we are actually elevating and taking steps to not only speak out publicly, but 
certainly take action as it relates to problematic cyber activities from China in a different way, but 
as we have from Russia as well. We are not differentiating," Psaki said dueing a press briefing.
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UPDATE 2 - Federal Judge Sentences First Person Involved in US Capitol Riot to S Months in 
Prison

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A US federal judge sentenced Paul Hodgkins to eight 
months in prison on Monday for taking part in the January 6 riot at the Capitol building, making 
him the first defendant to be incarcerated, the Justice Department said in a press release.
"A Florida man was sentenced today to eight months in prison, to be followed by 24 months of 
supervised release, and a special assessment of $100, for his role in the breach of the US 
Capitol on Jan. 6, which disrupted a joint session of the US Congress that was in the process of 
ascertaining and counting the electoral votes related to the presidential election," the release 
said.
Hodgkins, 38, a resident of the state of Florida, pleaded guilty in June to one count of 
obstructing an official proceeding.
Federal prosecutors wanted Hodgkins to be sent to prison for 18 months. During the sentencing 
hearing, Hodgkins reportedly said he regrets his actions on January 6.
On January 6, a group of supporters of the former US President Donald Trump entered the US 
Capitol to protest lawmakers certifying Joe Biden's election victory in several US states that 
Trump claimed was stolen.
According to court documents, Hodgkins took a "selfie-styie" photograph with his cell phone 
after entering the Senate chamber during the riots.
In the six months since January 6, more than 535 individuals have been arrested in nearly all 50 
states for crimes related to the breach of the US Capitol, including over 165 individuals charged 
with assaulting or impeding law enforcement.
The investigation remains ongoing.
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Federal Judge Sentences First Person Involved in US Capitol Riot to 8 Months in Prison
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) -AUS federal judge sentenced Paul Hodgkins to eight 
months in prison on Monday for taking part in the January 6 riot at the Capitol building, making 
him the first defendant to be incarcerated, the Justice Department said in a press release.
"A Florida man was sentenced today to eight months in prison, to be followed by 24 months of 
supervised release, and a special assessment of $100, for his role in the breach of the US 
Capitol on Jan. 6, which disrupted a joint session of the US Congress that was in the process of 
ascertaining and counting the electoral votes related to the presidential election," the release 
said.
Hodgkins, 38, a resident of the state of Florida, pleaded guilty in June to one count of 
obstructing an official proceeding.
Federal prosecutors wanted Hodgkins to be sent to prison for 18 months. During the sentencing 
hearing, Hodgkins reportedly said he regrets his actions on January 6.
On January 6, a group of supporters of the former US President Donald Trump entered the US 
Capitol to protest lawmakers certifying Joe Biden's election victory in several US states that 
Trump claimed was stolen. In the four months since the January 6 events, more than 440 
individuals have been arrested on charges related to the Capitol breach.
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UN Chief Worried by Tensions At Al-Aqsa Mosque, Urges to Avoid Provocations - Spokesman

UNITED NATIONS, July 19 (Sputnik) - UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is concerned by 
the tensions around the Al-Aqsa Mosque in the Old City of Jerusalem and calls on political 
leaders in the region to refrain from any provocative action, UN spokesman Farhan Haq said in 
a press briefing on Monday.
On Sunday, Israeli security forces fired gas and rubber bullets at Palestinian protesters to clear 
the site of the Al-Aqsa Mosque for Jewish visitors, who refer to the place of worship as the 
Temple Mount.
"The Secretary-General is following with concern the heightened tensions in and around the 
holy sites of the Old City of Jerusalem. He underscores that the status quo must be upheld and 
fully respected,” Haq said. “He calls upon community, religious and political leaders on all sides 
to refrain from provocative action and rhetoric in the interest of peace and stability."
The incident took place two days ahead of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha. In May, similar 
clashes around Al-Aqsa Mosque resulted in an 11-day Israel-Gaza conflict.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Federal Judge Sentences First Person Involved in US Capitol Riot to 8 Months in Prison

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/20/2021 10:39:06 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/20/2021 10:39:06 AM

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - A US federal judge sentenced Paul Hodgkins to eight 
months in prison on Monday for taking part in the January 6 riot at the Capitol building, making 
him the first defendant to be incarcerated, the Washington Post reported.
Hodgkins, 38, a resident of the state of Florida, pleaded guilty in June to one count of 
obstructing an official proceeding.
Federal prosecutors wanted Hodgkins to be sent to prison for 18 months, the report said.
During the sentencing hearing, Hodgkins said he regrets his actions on January 6, the report 
added.
On January 6, a group of supporters of the former US President Donald Trump entered the US 
Capitol to protest lawmakers certifying Joe Biden's election victory in several US states that 
Trump claimed was stolen. In the four months since the January 6 events, more than 440 
individuals have been arrested on charges related to the Capitol breach.
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US Attorney General Limits Prosecutors’Ability to Seize Media Records - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Attorney General Merrick Garland has curbed the federal 
prosecutors’ ability to seize media records as part of investigations into government leaks, the 
Department of Justice said on Monday.
"The US Department of Justice today formally adopted a new policy that restricts the use of 
compulsory process to obtain information from, or records of, members of the news media 
acting within the scope of newsgathering activities. Attorney General Merrick B. Garland 
announced the new policy, effective immediately, in a memo to Department leadership," the 
DOJ said.
The change in Justice Department’s policy comes after much criticism about its seizure of 
journalists’ telephone records as part of a Trump-era investigation into leaks of sensitive 
information.
Garland said in the memorandum distributed to federal prosecutors that the Justice Department 
is implementing a prohibition on the use of compulsory legal processes to obtain information 
and records from reporters, publishers and others acting within the scope of newsgathering 
activities.
However, Garland pointed out that the prohibition does not apply to matters and investigations 
outside of journalistic activities, such as during criminal investigations or if the entity in question 
is an agent of a foreign power or terrorist organization.
The decision to protect journalists from compelled disclosure of sources is in the national 
interest, as such protections are needed in order to apprise the American people of the inner 
workings of their government, Garland said.
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US Urges Taliban to Protect Civilians, Cooperate on Humanitarian Aid - State Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has called on the advancing 
Taliban movement in Afghanistan to cooperate with the United States on providing humanitarian 
aid and protecting civilians in the country, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on 
Monday.
"The United States urges the Taliban to uphold the commitment in the Joint Declaration to 
protect Afghanistan’s infrastructure, protect civilians, and cooperate on humanitarian 
assistance," Price said in a statement.
The US government welcomed the latest talks held in Doha on Saturday and Sunday between 
senior leaders of the US-backed Kabul government and the Taliban and the commitment the 
two sides declared to accelerate negotiations towards an inclusive political settlement, Price 
said.
"We remain committed to working alongside the international community and Afghanistan’s 
neighbors in advancing the Afghanistan peace process and supporting the people of 
Afghanistan in achieving the just and lasting peace they deserve," he said.
The United States commended the leadership of Qatar in bringing the parties together as well 
as the United Nations for the essential role it was playing, Price added.
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UN Calls for Stricter Regulation of Surveillance Technology Amid Israeli Spyware Scandal

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The United Nations is urging greater oversight of 
surveillance technology after a journalistic investigation revealed that government agencies are 
using software developed by the Israeli NSO Group to spy on activists and reporters worldwide, 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said on Monday.
According to an investigation by seventeen media outlets from the United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany and other countries, NSO Group's software Pegasus was used to 
hack smartphones which belonged to human rights activists and lawyers, journalists, business 
executives, and even two women who were close to journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who was 
assassinated at the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in October 2018.
“These reports... confirm the urgent need to better regulate the sale, transfer and use of 
surveillance technology and ensure strict oversight and authorization. Without human 
rights-compliant regulatory frameworks there are simply too many risks that these tools will be 
abused to intimidate critics and silence dissent," Bachelet said in a statement.
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ISS Crew Sends Video Message to Cancer Patients Who Painted ‘Dreamer’ Spacesuit

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The crew of 65th expedition to the International Space 
Station (ISS) has sent a video message to the cancer patients who took part in creating the 
so-called Dreamer spacesuit and will later telephone them, Russia’s Unity Foundation that 
co-developed the Spacesuit Art Project told Sputnik.
Sputnik is the first news organization to have obtained the video message.
"Cancer is a difficult test for patients and their families. To support and inspire them to recover, 
the members of the 65th ISS expedition sent a video message to the creators of the Dreamer 
art spacesuit,” Unity Foundation President Alena Kuzmenko said. "And now the team of the 
Unity charitable foundation will send it out to the children and their parents. And cosmonauts 
and astronauts in their free time will call young artists to personally greet them from orbit."
The crew members - Russian cosmonauts Oleg Novitskiy and Pyotr Dubrov, US astronauts 
Mark Vande Hei and Megan McArthur and French astronaut Thomas Pesquet - recorded the 
message Russian and English.
"Dear earthlings and dreamers, greetings from the International Space Station. We have an 
unusual crew member with us today whose name is Dreamer and this means that your dreams 
have reached the stars," Hei said.
McArthur pointed out in the message that the young dreamers gathered all their strength and 
courage to take up paint and brushes and put their innermost dreams about life and happiness 
on a spacesuit.
"We, cosmonauts and astronauts as well as our earthly space colleagues, try very hard and did 
everything possible to make your cherished dreams reach space," she said.
Pesquet said in the message that the difficult path to health and happiness begins with a dream 
about life.
"Dream, paint, create and we will do everything for the stars to hear your dreams and help make 
them come true. Be healthy and happy," he said.
The Dreamer art spacesuit has been onboard the ISS for three months since it was delivered by 
the manned spacecraft Soyuz MS-18 and was treated as an actual crew member.
"it is already actively fulfilling its mission - making dreams come true and giving hope for 
recovery," Kuzmenko said.
Cancer patients from 20 cities in ten countries decorated the spacesuit as a part of the Space 
Suit Art Project, an endeavor supported by Russia's state space corporation Roscosmos, the 
US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and other space agencies.
The Unity team has been collecting cancer patients’ drawings for more than two years in 
Russia, Switzerland, Germany, France, United Kingdom, Armenia, Zambia, Belgium, Serbia and 
the United States. Cosmonauts and artists have so far visited ten cities from Kaliningrad to 
Blagoveshchensk.
Kuzmenko explained that the drawings include such themes as family gatherings, delicious 
food, pets and others.
"If for ordinary people these are easily achievable desires, their embodiment for a child who is 
undergoing long-term treatment in a hospital is akin to a miracle," she said.
Kuzmenko shared that Ksenia from Krasnoyarsk drew her wish - to celebrate the New Year at 
home - two years ago, when she was undergoing chemotherapy.
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"The prognosis was not good, but still her dream came true. So the art-spacesuit began to 
'work’ even before flying in space," she said.
Similarly, a boy from Lipetsk wanted to move into their own house with his family, when the 
Dreamer spacesuit reached space, and his wish also came true despite seeming impossible at 
first.
"We hope that the dreams of other guys will come true," Kuzmenko said. "\Afe also hope that the 
boy, who was forced to give up hockey due to his illness, will again stand up and take the 
hockey stick in his hands, and the girl on crutches will be able to comprehend the art of dance 
and become a ballerina as depicted by her on the spacesuit."
The Space Suit Art Project was launched in the United States by artist Ian Cion and astronaut 
who is also an artist, Nicole Stott. The project is developed globally by US Space for Art 
Foundation and the Unity Foundation with support from NASA and Russia's space agency 
Roscosmos.
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US Ice Cream Company Ben & Jerry's Says to End Sales in Occupied Palestinian Territory

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Ben & Jerry’s will no longer sell its ice cream in the 
Israeli-occupied territories of Palestine though it will continue to sell them in Israel, the company 
announced on Monday.
"We believe it is inconsistent with our values for Ben & Jerry’s ice cream to be sold in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT)," the company said on a press release. "We also hear and 
recognize the concerns shared with us by our fans and trusted partners."
We have a longstanding partnership with our licensee, who manufactures Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream in Israel and distributes it in the region. We have been working to change this, and so we 
have informed our licensee that we will not renew the license agreement when it expires at the 
end of next year.
Although Ben & Jerry’s will no longer be sold in the OPT, we will stay in Israel through a different 
arrangement. We will share an update on this as soon as we’re ready.
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Biden Says Probe Into Chinese Breach Not Finished Yet, Will Get Detailed Report Tuesday

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden said on Monday that the investigation 
into the alleged Chinese cyberattack against the Microsoft Exchange email software is not 
complete and he will get a detailed report on Tuesday morning.
"They're still determining exactly what happened, the investigation is not finished," Biden said 
during remarks at the White House.
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Biden said it is his understanding that the Chinese government did not conduct the cyberattacks 
themselves but Beijing may be protecting and accommodating the cybercriminals who did carry 
out the attack.
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US Opens Houston Safety Office to Oversee Texas, New Mexico Space Operations - FAA

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US government has opened a space safety office in the 
city of Houston to increase its oversight of space operations in the states Texas and New 
Mexico, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced on Monday.
“The US Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation Administration opened a safety field 
office in Houston to increase its oversight of commercial space operations in Texas and New 
Mexico, the FAA said in a press release.
From the new location, FAA inspectors will be able to more effectively and efficiently monitor the 
ongoing testing programs and commercial space tourism operations of SpaceX and Blue Origin 
in Texas and Virgin Galactic in New Mexico, along with others in the region, the release 
explained.
"Keeping the public safe as the pace of commercial space operations increases requires the 
FAA to adapt, be agile, and remain vigilant,” FAA’s Associate Administrator of Commercial 
Space Transportation Wbyne Monteith said. "The Houston field office will help us achieve these 
important goals.”
The FAA Office of Commercial Space Transportation is also increasing its safety inspection staff 
and has reorganized the office to improve efficiency and accountability and has therefore 
established an Office of Spaceports, the release said.
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Women Projected to Re-Gain 13Mln Less Jobs in 2021 - International Labor Organization

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Women are projected to recover 13 million less jobs in 2021 
compared to the pre-coronavirus pandemic-levels than men as the latter are expected to regain 
roughly the number of jobs the held in 2019, the International Labor Organization (ILO) said in a 
brief on Monday.
"Globally, in 2021, the number of employed women is projected to be 13 million less than in 
2019, while the number of men in employment is projected to be about the same as in 2019," 
the brief said.
Wdmen’s employment decreased by 54 million jobs worldwide, or 4.2 percent, between 2019 
and 2020. In the same period, men’s employment decreased by 60 million jobs or 3 percent.
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The ILO noted the regional differences in the impact of the pandemic measures on 
unemployment among the genders and pointed out that the Americas experienced the greatest 
reduction in women’s employment while Africa experienced the smallest.
The ILO said recovery efforts ought to "build forward fairer" by placing gender-responsive 
strategies at the forefront, including: investing in the health, education and social work sectors 
that create jobs for women; promoting equal pay for equal work; and offering universal access to 
comprehensive, adequate and sustainable social protection.
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US Attorney General Limits Prosecutors’ Ability to Seize Media Records - Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Attorney General Merrick Garland curbed the ability of 
federal prosecutors to seize media records as part of investigations into government leaks, the 
US Department of Justice (DOJ) said on Monday.
“The US Department of Justice today formally adopted a new policy that restricts the use of 
compulsory process to obtain information from, or records of, members of the news media 
acting within the scope of newsgathering activities. Attorney General Merrick B. Garland 
announced the new policy, effective immediately, in a memo to Department leadership,” the 
DOJ said in a statement.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise 
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file 
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US Extends Temporary Protected Status for 550 Somalis - Mayorkas

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration has extended the Temporary 
Protected Status for nearly 550 Somalian refugees residing in United States by 18 months 
through March 17, 2023, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said on Monday.
“Today, Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas announced an 18-month 
extension and re-designation of Somalia for Temporary Protected Status (TPS). This extension 
and re-designation will be in effect from September 18, 2021, through March 17, 2023,” the DHS 
said in a release.
The extension will allow 447 current beneficiaries to retain their special status while another 100 
Somali nationals are now able to file initial applications to obtain TPS, the release said.
The decision to extend TPS was based on the current situation in Somalia where the 
coronavirus pandemic and a recent surge in violence amid the ongoing humanitarian crisis have 
prevented residents of the country who are currently in the United States to return home safely, 
the release said.
"Through the extension and re-designation of Somalia for Temporary Protected Status, the 
United States will be able to offer safety and protection to Somalis who may not be able to
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return to their country, due to ongoing conflict and a worsening humanitarian crisis,” Mayorkas 
said in the release. “We will continue to offer our support to Somali nationals through this 
temporary form of humanitarian relief.”
TPS provides a legal basis for stay in the United States during the specified period along with 
the employment and travel authorizations.
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UN Rights Experts Say Activists Under Siege in Myanmar, Call for Sanctions - Statement

UNITED NATIONS, July 19 (Sputnik) - UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in 
Myanmar Tom Andrews on Monday expressed concern about human rights defenders in the 
country and called for imposing sanctions and an arms embargo against the Myanmar military. 
Andrews and Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders Mary Lawlor said 
they had received credible information that the defenders in Myanmar are being forced into 
hiding after arrest warrants were issued against them for criminalizing the spread of any 
information regarding the illegitimacy of the February military coup in the country.
"It is critical that nations stand with and for the besieged people of Myanmar who are being held 
hostage by an illegal military junta. It is time for strong, focused and coordinate action that 
includes economic sanctions and an arms embargo," Andrews said in a statement.
According to the experts, the homes of those right defenders who fled were raided and 
possessions were seized. Meanwhile, those activists unable to leave have been arbitrarily 
arrested, and lawyers representing them have also been detained.
"Since the coup, and despite enforced internet blackouts along with difficulties accessing basic 
resources, especially for defenders forced into hiding or living in rural areas, they have been 
documenting the mass violations being perpetrated by the military. As a result, they have been 
targeted," Lawlor said.
The experts said more than 892 people had been killed in Myanmar since the coup on February
1.

Andrews and Lawlor called for a more unified international solidarity with human rights 
defenders to avoid further attacks in Myanmar.
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China Actors Pose Threat to Canadian, Allied Networks Beyond Email Hack - Foreign Minister

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Chinese state-backed cyber teams pose a threat to 
Canadian and allied networks beyond the cyberattacks on the Microsoft Exchange email 
software, Canada’s Foreign Minister Marc Garneau said on Monday.
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Earlier in the day, the United States and its allies announced they believe that hackers affiliated 
with China’s Ministry of State Security (MSS) were involved in the cyberattacks on the Microsoft 
Exchange email software.
"These actors are highly sophisticated and have demonstrated an ability to achieve sustained, 
covert access to Canadian and allied networks beyond the compromising of Microsoft exchange 
servers," Garneau said in a statement.
An MSS-backed cyber group, known as Advanced Persistent Threat Group 40 (APT 40), was 
allegedly involved in the attack on Microsoft Exchange servers, according to Garneau. The 
group was responsible for campaigns targeting Canada’s defense, ocean technologies and 
biopharmaceutical sectors in 2017 and 2018, the foreign minister expanded.
APT 40 is allegedly formed by individuals at the Hainan State Security Department’s regional 
MSS office, the statement said.
The cyberattack on Microsoft’s email servers was condemned by a host of countries and, in a 
first, NATO. In the coming weeks, the United States expects more countries to join Washington 
in denouncing China’s cyber activities, a senior US administration on a call with reporters.
Beijing has repeatedly dismissed all cyber threat allegations against China.
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Pandemic Leaves Children at Risk of Parentlessness, Unsuitable Alternative Care - UNICEF

UNITED NATIONS, July 19 (Sputnik) - The impact of the coronavirus pandemic on children who 
have lost one or both parents to the virus is is a cause of significant concern for their well being, 
UN Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) Director Henrietta Fore said on Monday.
"As with all crises and health pandemics, the most vulnerable children are at increased risk of 
losing parental care - due to death, severe illness or financial hardship. This in turn increases 
their risk of being placed in unsuitable alternative care,” Fore said in a statement.
The UNICEF director said it is too early to estimate the number of orphaned or abandoned 
children during the pandemic, but noted that a spike in deaths can lead an increased number of 
children ending up in inadequate alternative care facilities where they are more likely to face 
violence, abuse and neglect.
Fore also issued recommendations on how to mitigate the risks and damages of parentlessness 
and unsuitable alternative care arrangements, including increasing government support for 
affected families, placing affected children in the care of extended family members, 
strengthening of child protection services and maintaining of open and accessible schools.
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US Congressman Tests Positive for Coronavirus After Being Fully Vaccinated - Statement
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - US Congressman Vern Buchanan has tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus after being fully vaccinated and is currently in quarantine at home,
Buchanan's press office said on Monday.
"Congressman Vern Buchanan announced today that he has tested positive for COVID-19. The 
Congressman has been fully vaccinated since it was made available to him earlier this year," the 
office said in a release.
Buchanan decided to get tested after experiencing mild flu-like the release said.
"I look forward to returning to work as soon as possible," Buchanan said in the release. "In the 
meantime, this should serve as a reminder that although the vaccines provide a very 
high-degree of protection, we must remain vigilant in the fight against COVID-19."
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State Dept. Confirms Blinken to Meet With Belarus Opposition Leader Tikhanovskaya Monday

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The US State Department confirmed that Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken will meet Belarusian opposition leaded Svetlana Tikhanovskaya in Washington 
on Monday.
"Secretary Blinken joins Under Secretary Nuland’s meeting with Belarussian Opposition Leader 
Svyatlana Tsikhanouskaya, at the Department of State,” the State Department said in its public 
schedule, adding that the meeting would be closed to the media and would take place at 12:10 
p.m. local time.
Tikhanovskaya plans to discuss how the US could provide effective assistance to Belarusians 
and civil society, as well as new sanctions against the regime and closing loopholes in those 
already adopted, her office said in a statement earlier on Monday.
In Washington, Tikhanovskaya will also meet with State Department Counselor Derek Chollet, 
followed by meetings with National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan and several senators on 
Tuesday, according to her press office.
The Belarusian opposition leader will stay in \Afoshington until July 23. Then, she will have 
meetings in New York from July 24-27, in San Francisco from July 28-29, and in Los Angeles 
from July 30-31.
After incumbent Alexander Lukashenko won the Belarusian presidential race in August 2020 for 
the sixth time, the country witnessed massive protests by the opposition contesting the 
outcome. The opposition claims electoral fraud, asserting that Tikhanovskaya was the real 
winner. The West has sided with the opposition and refused to recognize Lukashenko's victory.
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Spyware Reform Critical After Reports Emerge of Journalists Under Surveillance - Watchdog
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - Wbrld governments must act immediately to curb the abuse 
of Israeli spyware technology to undermine freedom of the press and monitor investigative 
journalists, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) announced on Monday.
"Spyware reform [is] critical as at least 180 journalists [are] revealed as potential Pegasus 
targets,” the CPJ said in a statement. “[T]he Committee to ... reaffirmed its call for immediate 
action by governments and companies around the world to stem abuse of powerful technology 
that can be used to spy on the press.
The reporting, known as the Pegasus Project, was conducted by a consortium including 
investigative journalism nonprofit group Forbidden Stories and global media outlets including 
Amnesty International, CPJ said. They reported that more than 180 journalists had been 
identified by the consortium on a list of 50,000 phone numbers allegedly linked to clients of the 
Israeli NSO Group technology.
“This report shows how governments and companies must act now to stop the abuse of this 
spyware which is evidently being used to undermine civil liberties, not just counter terrorism and 
crime,” CPJ Deputy Executive Director Robert Mahoney said. “No one should have unfettered 
power to spy on the press, least of all governments known to target journalists with physical 
abuse and legal reprisals.”
In a statement emailed to CPJ, an NSO Group spokesperson said there was nothing to link the 
50,000 numbers to his organization or to Pegasus. However, in a rebuttal published online, the 
company said the consortium’s allegations were false, the statement added.
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US Stocks Plunge on COVID Resurgence, Growth Worry; Key Indices Down About 2%

NEW YORK, July 19 (Sputnik) - US stocks on Monday extended their selioff from last week, 
with key indices falling about 2 percent each, as a resurgence in COVID cases from the Delta 
variant of the virus and worries about global growth to a markets meltdown.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the broadest US equity barometer on the New York Stock 
Exchange, fell 726 points, or 2.1 percent, by 10:15 AM ET (14:15 GMT) to 33,962, extending 
last week’s slide of 0.5 percent.
The S&P 500 index, which groups the top 500 stocks on the New York Stock Exchange, fell 76 
points, or 1.8 percent, to 4,250. The S&P500 lost 1.0 percent last week. The Nasdaq 
Composite, which includes high-flying tech stocks such as Face book, Amazon, Apple, Microsoft, 
Netflix and Google, lost 235 points or 1.6 percent to hover at 14,192. Nasdaq lost 1.9 percent 
last week.
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US Mulls Sanctioning Iran’s Oil Sales to China if Nuclear Agreement Talks Fail - Reports
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Sputnik) - The Biden administration is considering imposing new 
sanctions on Iran’s oil deliveries to China in Tehran decides to withdraw from renegotiating the 
nuclear agreement that is formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
the \Na\\ Street Journal reported on Monday,
The administration is considering several options to punish Iran if it decides to quit the nuclear 
deal or stop negotiating with the main option being cutting off Iran from its oil rent from China, 
the report said.
The new sanctions will target the shipping networks used by Iran to deliver roughly 1 million 
barrels of oil per day to China and will involve the aggressive enforcement of current sanctions 
while introducing new designations and legal actions with respect to shipping industry, the report 
said.
"There is not much left to sanction in Iran’s economy," a the report cited a US official as saying. 
"Iran’s oil sales to China is the prize."
However the report said the Biden administration has not made a final decision with respect to 
the sanctions and is also considering other options.
The sixth round of JCPOA talks ended on June 20. The parties declared a break in negotiations 
over the presidential elections in Iran while the seventh round has not been scheduled yet.
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